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THE 


Grand Errour 


| DereFed and (onfiited. 


j Shewing how they contradict God's method 
of directing men to Salvation by follow- | 
ing that Light within which comes by 
outward Teaching, by their direting 
them to ſeek it by following that Light 
within which is wrought without exter- 
nal teaching by the Scriptures or by mien, 

WHEREIN 


| 4 Thoſe things are conſidered likewiſe , which have 
4, betrayed them into delufion. 


—___ 


By W. 


[7 ! Rom, Io. 14,17. How ſhall they believe in bim of whom 
"OFF they have not beard? And how ſhall they hear with- | 
| out a Preacher ? So then Faith cometh by hearing. | 
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: AN 
| EPISTLE 
'A TO THE 
'E N THUSIASTS, 
Or the People called 


92zrs, 


Have cauſe to think that your unmeaſu- 
rable Confidence of. the Truth and 
o Goodneſs of your own Way, in 
' = ſj{tjon to the beſt men that differ - 
+; you, and the ſcornful entertainment the beſt 
5 Endeavours of men have met with, to con-  . , 
| vince you of Error, and Miſtake; have dif- . ; 55 
couraged many of thoſe from atteimpting it, I 
A 2 who 


> 


_ (4) 
who are beſt able herein to ſerve you. But my 
Love.to your Souls, and Defires ef -recovc1 ing 
You to i ſound mind, being ſtronger than my 
hopes of efftefting it, by any Endeavenrs of 
mine, have prevailed with me to offer a few 
things to you however , whether you will 
hear, or whether you will forbear 3 not be- 
ing without all; hope, but that it may 
haye: ſuch effect 'upon ſome among you, or 


inclining to you, as may be worth my La- © | 


bour, | 

.$..1. You know, it was faid by our Bleſ- 
{ed Saviour, That ſtraight is the Gate, and nar- 
row is the way that leadeth unto Life, 'and few 
there be that find it; - And1 little doubt, but 
that an Appearance at the firſt of a greater 
Strifneſs and Narrowneſi in your way, than in 
theirs that differ;from!' you, was a Temptation 
to ſome injudicious perſons I have known 


* and probably to many other ſuch, to ſtrike 


mt it, as ſuppoſing it muſt be the beſt and (a- 
felt, becauſe the narroweſt and feweſt of it. 


-.., Which Snare, 'I preſume, they would cati- 
"Iy have eſcaped ,. had they been but wiſe e- 
-nough to have conlidered theſe two things. 

- Firft, That that Narrowneſs and Strictneſs 
- conſiſting in outward Awſterities and Incivili- 


ties, wherein you differed from other Sober 
Chriſtians, was no  Narrownels or firictneſs 
of . God's appointing, bat: a piece of Superſtt- 
ks C t30n 


(5) 

tion of your own deviſing, when you placed 
Religion init. And you are not the firlt that 
have been deceived with ſuch Appearances; 
ſeveral Orders among, the Papiſts have been 
built upon the ſame Bottom, long before your 
way was heard of in the world. And we 
read of others long before them alſo, who 
ſubje&ed themſelves to like Ordinances of 
men 3 ſuch as touch not, taſte not, handle 10 : 
Such hielne a ſhew of wiſdom in Will- - 
worſhip, and Humility, and zegleGing of the 


"Z- Body, not in any honour, to the ſatisfying of 


the Fleſh; as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Col.'2:20,23. 
In reſpe& of which,and other like htrl& things 
that had norea] worth or goodneſs in'them 3 
the falſe Apoſtles pretended to more ſtrictneſs 
than was in the. Apoſtles of Chritt themſelves; 
whom they repreſented but- as men walking 
according to the Fleſh, in compariſon of them- 
ſelves, 2 Cor. 10. 2. And the Phariſees before 
them, by reaſon of ſome Auſterities they uſed 
about Faſtings, external Parifications, and 


| 3 ſhunning the company of Publicans, pretend= 


ed to greater ſtriftneſs in Religion, than was 
in Chriſt's: Diſciples; yea, than in Chnil 
himſelf; whom they accounted to be but a 
Gluttonous perſon, and a Wine-bibber , a 
friend of Publicans and Sinners, in compare 
with themfelves. By ſuch appearance of ex- 
traordiary. Zeal and Strictnefs, though alas; 

A 3 it 


to infiru& even thoſe that oppoſe 


pettcring or perfecting men in their Nature, 

Beceiuers are wont to procure to themlelyes a 
Reputation among people of weak minds 3 by 
advantage whereof, as of a Bait that covers 


. the Hook, they obtain a ready reception for 
_their more dangerous Dodtrines. 


Again, They would not fo ealily have been 
overcome with the aforeſaid Appearances of 
Narrownels and Stridneſs; if hey had but 
well confidered , that in reference to thoſe 


things wherein the Narrownels and Stridneſy -| Þ 


of Chriſt's way to Life doth moſt conſiſt 3 and 
wherein he hath tied up his followers to irict- 
neſs indeed 3 ye have taken liberty to walk 
looſly, and to caſt off his Yoke z and that is,in 
not governing your Spirits, Paſſions, and 
Tongues, according to the Laws of his King» 
dom and Government. He hath firialy en- 
Joyned his Followers to þe humble and lowly 
mn heart, to eſteem others hetter than them- 
ſelves, to ſpeak evil of no math, but to ſhew 
all meckneſsto all men; yea, atfin meckne(s 
them(clves 1 
to bleſs thoſe that curſe them, to overcome 
others eyil with their good 3 nat to judge,and 
the like, But quite contrary hereunto, your 
very Leaders, and ſuch as have heen efteemed 
molt eminent among -you, have by their ex- 
amplcs taught you to rail on, andrevile, if not 

Ea bitterly 


-bebut in things that do not tend at all to ths x 


s 
'Z and juſtice your ſelves, and to deſpiſe and 

7 atnaught, yea, to judge, condemn, and ſen- 
#7 tence to eternal deſtruction , {uch'whom ye 
2 ought to have honoured, as probably much 
/ 7 better than your (elves. What leſs ſignifies 
#7 ſuch Language as this ? Thow accurſed, thox 
® Beaſt, to whom the Plagues off God are due, a 
'Þ Reprobate, a Child of Darkpeſi thou art 3 thou 
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nm, 


bitterly to curſe ſuch as wiſhed you no ha 
but ſought your good 3 and proudly to. ex: 


in diſobedient one, upon whom God will render ven- 
'F geance in flaming fire 3 thou dark, blind Hy- 
| {7 pocrites thee manthat is Cain 3 with the Light 


of Chrift thou art ſeen, and with the Life judg- 
ed and condemned; thou Sorcerer , than dead 
Beaſt, aud ſo art not juſtified before God, wor 
never ſhall be; ——— But ſuch pollut:d filthy 
Beaſts as thou ; Thou polluted Beaſt who 
art a Reprobate and thou ſhalt fiad him to be 


'' thine eternal Condemnation, thou dark Beaſt 
| and Conjurers thou dark, fottiſh Beaſt. Works 
-\ of Edw. Burroughs, p. 29, 32,33,34- With 
| abundance more in other of your Writings. 


This truly is Languagemore like to proceed 
(one would think)from ſuch preſumptuous, da» 
ring, arrogant men , whoſe mouth ſpeaketh 


' | great ſwelling words, as Peter and Fude de- 


{cribe3 than from men inſpired with any of 
that Spirit of Meckneſs and *Gentleneſs which 
was in Jeſus Chritt, If Humility, Charity, 
A 4 and 
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and Modeſty, were the prevailing Conſtituti- 


' theſe mens Spirits, as it is of thoſe who 


Have. been taught cf Chriſt, as the Truth is 


in Jeſus, and are made one Spirit with him 3 I 
ſhould think they would by no means ſpeak at 
this rate. Eg 

And yet this, and: ſuch like, is not the 
Language only of-ſome bold, raſh, heady 
women, or of men leſs conſiderable among 
you, tranſported with farious Zeal 3 but even 


of E4. Burrough himſelf, one of the Chietiains 


among youin his time : And that, not upon 
any ſudden ſurprize of Paſſion, but upoa fo 
much deliberation as men uſe in writing of 
Books and upon no other provocation, than 
2 bare propounding certain Queries touching 
ſome points of Dodrine , about, which you 
and others differ. And truly in vain do you 
boaſt of the Light within you, it you have 
not ſo much left as to diſcern this behaviour 
altogether unbecoming , not only a man of 
Note among Chriſtians, nor only of any wor- 
thy the Name of a Chriſtian, how weak ſoe- 
yer 3 but even of any that 1s worthy but of 
the Name of a man, and not a --—— . And 
yet how are. thoſe Works in which theſe 
things are found, applauded as the Works of 
a Prophet of the Lord, by ſeveral men of great 
Note among, you 3 ſuch as George Fox, George 
Whitchead, Francis Howgil, and Foſiab m_ 
wing 
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who adjoin their ſcveral Teſtimonials to they 
And wherfore do lay theſe things before yp 
but to give you occaſion to refle& upon your 
ſelves and your way with a jealous eye; and 
to convince you that ye know not of what 
Spirit ye are otzbut that while ye have thought 
ye have been walking in the Light, ye have 
been walking in Darkneſs 3 and that whilſt ye 
have fancied your ſelves the moſt (ſpiritual a- 
mong Chriſtians, ye have diſcovered your 
{elves to be but carnal. If any man amon 
you ſeemeth to be Religious; and bridleth not 
his. Tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, that 
man's Religion 3s vain, Jam, 1+ 26. It there 
be bitter Zeal, glory not, and lie not againſt 
the Truth 3 for that wiſdom is not from above 
as you are apt to boaſt it to be, but trom be-, 
neathz and is Earthly, Senſual and Deviliſh, 
Fam. 3. 15+ 

But it is not ſtrange if men be left firſt or 
laſtto fall into unchriſtian practices, who out 
of affectation of Novelty, and Singularity in 
Dodrine, and a dclire to appear more ſub- 
limein their Notions, than all chat went be- 
fore them, have left the old beaten path of 
Chriſtian Do&rine, in which the ſeveral Ge- 
nerations of holy men have lived and walked, 
from the Apofiles time downwards. For when 
men wax ſpiritually proud and wanton, mn re- 
jecting the plain way and method, which _ 
p al 


'o0. LY 


| *Heth choſen to bring men to ſaving Faith, Re- 
. pentance, and a holy Life, and to continue 


them in it 3 and invent and chuſe another in 
its ſtead, and call it by the name of his, and 
preach to, and preſs it upon the people in his 
Name 3 he takes no pleaſure in their ſo doing, 
nor doth he delight to vouchſate his concur- 
rent Grace and bleſſing therewith, which he 
doth with his own way and method,by which 
i becomes effeqtual to make men good, and 
to keep them ſo. And therefore, as I ſaid, 
*tis no marvel if men-by degrees loſe in the 


_ goodnels of their Frame and Temper, which 


ſometimes they had attained, while they kept 
cloſe to God's way and method, in which he 
beftows it 3 and degenerate into men of quite 
another Spirit and Temper, when they for- 
{ake that, and run into another of their own 
invention and choice. The diſobedient Fews, 
who had declined from the better way of their 
Anceſtors, and grew into a worſe ſpirit and 
temper 3 they had a zeal of God fill, but not 
according to knowledge. They did will and 
run for Juſtjfication and Life 3 they followed 
after Righteouſneſs, and yet attained not to 
the Law of Righteouſneſs; and wherefore ? 
but becauſe they ſought it not by Faith; which 
was the method of God's chuſing but as it 


were by the works of the Law, which was 2 


method of their own chufing, in oppoſition 
to God's, Rom.9+31,32« S. 2. 


li 
w 


-Þ 
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'$. 2. And whether you are not guilty of 
reje&ting God's way and method of converting - 
men to, and keeping them in the way of (q- 
ving Faith; Repentance and |; mg Obe- 
dience 3 and of inyenting and chufing one of 
your own, different from that, comes now to 
to be conſidered. I ſhall ſtate your way in 
this, by what you have publiſhed to the world 
in your own Books; and for Brevity ſake, 
ſhall inftance but: in two Authors, Ed. Bur- 
rough formerly, and Mr. Pex of late,who ſpeak 
for you, ithat which is otherwife well enough 
known to be your common Opinion. 

In the Works of Ed. Burrough (whom you 
are pleaſcd to ftile that true Prophet, in the Ti- 
tle-Page) which are publiſhed by you, there 
are theſe Sayings: In Page 252, thus. His 
pure Spirit is put into the inward parts, to be 
the Rule and Guide of Life in all things. And 
again, | Only ] by the teaching of the Eternal 
Spirit, u the Living God known in the Creature. 
Again, p. 408, It is promiſed (faith he) that the 
Spirit ſhall lead into all Truth, and ſuch ds 
own the Scriptures, but not as their Teacher 3, 
for the Anointing dwells in them, and they need 
0 man to teach them, but as that Anointing 
teacheth all things and they have no need of the 
Scripture to teach them}, for all the Children of 
God are taught of God, and need not any other 
Teacher > nor need not to ſay one to another, Know 
the 


-the Lord. dal ze all fach do own the Scrip- 
e 


tures to be the Teſtimony of that which they be- 
tieve and have received. . And again, in p.8 34; 
The only perfef Rule of Conſcience in the exer- 
'ciſe to. God, ## the Spirit of Chriſt, and uot any 
ether thing. And becauſe ſomething beſides the 
Spirit of God exerciſes the Conſcience, therefore 
#t 15 that here are ſo many Ways and Seds of Re- 
ligion, and kinds of Worſhip in Chriſtendom,and 
among Chriſtians, while the Spirit of Chriſt 
[ only ] is ot the Rule of Fudgment, and exer- 
ciſe of Conſcience to God aud man. Again, pag- 
861. The judgment in that matter ( Hereſie ) 
muſt be juſt, equal, Holy, and | only | by the 
Spirit of Chriſt, which is infallible, and gives 
z2nfallibility of judgment and diſcerning into all 
Caſes and Things. | IS 

. Mr. Pex ſpends the Fourth Chapter of his 
late Book, Entituled, Reaſon againſt Railing 3 
to prove that the Light within, and not the 


_ . Scriptures, is the Rule of Faith and Practice. 


In p. 47. he faith, We dare boldly affirm in the 


Name of the Lord, that the great reaſon of our 


Belief concerning them (the Scriptures) is | nos 
any outward thing | but that inward Teſtimony, 
Record, and heavenly Amen, that we have fre- 
quently received from the Holy Light within us, 
#0 the Truth and Faithfulneſt of thoſe Sayings. 
Again, p. 45» Wherefore the Scriptures are ſo 


far from being the great Rule of Faith and 


Praciice, 


any p— ** 


ig Toa af © aA em in wh Wh 


5 Std. 


f 


(13) 
Praflice, that the Light of Chrift within us, is 
both our Warrant and Rule for Faith in; and 
Obedience to them. Again, þ- 114+ Let it be 
remembred ((aith he) that Chriſt promiſed to 
ſend the Spirit of Truth to lead into all Truth 
as much as ts ſay, none are led into the Trath, 
zor in the Trath,but by the Holy Spirit of Truth; 
or that their prafice is a Lie, oy they are ledpin- 
to a Lie, who are not led by the Spirit of . Truth , 
[ that alone} leads into all the ways of Truth. 
Where; by Truth is not meant the meer Letter of 
the Scripture 3 which notwithſtanding 3s truezbut 
the living, powerful-Truth, Chrift, the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life > of which the Scyipture is 
but a Record, or Declaration. | And, þ. 115s 
Many may run into the pradiice of ſeveral out- 
ward things mentioned in the Scriptures ts have 
been' the praftice of Saints in former Ages, and 
yet not be led into the Truth for | all that] is 
but Will-Worſhip, Imitation, and Unwarrant- 
able, | 

\ Your-Notion concerning your Way, then, 
thus repreſented, is this, or to this effect. 

That God, Chriſt, the holy Spirit, do by 

immediate Illumination of your minds, and 
without exterval teaching by the Scriptures, 
or by men, ſhew you, or reveal to you what 
you ought to believe and do and by their 
immediate motion or operation, draw Or per- 
ſwade you to belicyve and practilc ts — 
Yo 


(4) 


ly. Which filumitation or Operation, you | 
call The Light withiz, or the Holy Anointing, | 


which teacheth all things. This I take to be 


your ſence, when you ſay , you own Scrip« |; 
ture, but not as your Teacher; and that ſuch | 
have no need of the Scripture to teach them, | 
and that all the Children of God ate taught of | 
God, and need not any other Teacher. And | 
again, that God's'pure Spirit is put into the | 
inward parts to be the Rule and Guide of Life | 
in all things 3 and that the only perfedt Rule | 


of Conſcience in the exerciſe to God, is the 
Spirit of Chriſt, and not any other thing; 
That the Scriptures are fo far from bring t 


| Rukeof Faith and Practice, as that the Light 


within is both your Warrant and Rule. That 


the Spirit of Truth | alone ] leads into all | 


Truth. And that the infallible Spirit of Chriſt 


gives Infallibility of judgment and diſcerning 


into all Cafes and Things. 
This then 1s your Method and Way. 
Now TI will ſhew you what is God's Me- 
thod and Way 3 which is quite different from 
yours. The Goſpel plainly declares, That 
there ſhall be a ReſurreQion of all men after 
Death, and a State of everlaſting. weal or wo 
in another worid 3.and that as many as believe 


Chriſt to be the Son of God, and Saviour of | 
the world, and repent them of the evil they | 
have done, and fincercly obey his Laws, | 


ſhall, 
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ſhall, by his Death which he ſuffered for fin, 


| receive Remiſſion of ſin, and Eternal Life 3 


but that thoſe that do not, ſhall be puniſhed 


J with everlaſting Deſtruction. This Goſpel, 
1 this Dodrine, being not knowable by men, 
4 by any Natural Light in them, without Di- 
| vine Revelation from God 3 Jelus Chriſt, who 


came from the Boſom of the Father,he reveal- 


J ed it himſelf to his Apoſiles and others, by 
4 his Doctrine, and after his Aſcenſion into 
4 Heaven, he by ſending them the Holy Spirit, 


immediately infpired them with a clear know- 
ledge and underſtanding of it, and ſo by the 
gift of ſpeaking divers Languages, accotnpa- 
nied with boldneſs and utterance , enabled 
them to reveal and publjſh ic to the world, and 


| to procure Credit to it by many Signs ard 
; Wonders which were done by them. And 


ever fince that, God's way and method of 
bringing men to Salvation, that live where 
the Goſpel comes,hath been by making known 
this Goſpel to them, by word or writing 3 and 
fo by the mighty Motives contained in it,ſuch 
as the Manifeſtation of God's Love in the, 
Gift of Chriſt, the Hopes of Eternal Life,and 


| the Fears of 'Eternal Death, in concurrence 


with the Operation of his Grace and good 


Spirit, together with the rational Evidence 


rt 
#4 
3 

4 

£ 
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of the Truth of it, to petſwade men to be- 
lieve and crhbrace it,and to live according to - 
O 
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So that according to this Repreſentation, 


compared with that made of your Way, God's | 


Way. and Method , and yours greatly dif- 
fer. — 

You holding that the Holy Spirit dire&s 
and perſwades men what to believe, and do? 
by his own immediate working, without out- 
ward teaching 3 whereas (as we lay) hedoth 
it by outward teaching; 

It is God, Chriftt, the Holy- Spirit, that 
works the (aving,change in men but he doth 
it ſtill by the Word of the Goſpcl, as commu- 
nicated to mens minds by the Scriptures, or 
by mens teaching the ſame DoGrine which. 1s 
contained in the Scriptures 3 and it is this Do- 
Gtrine that is the Rule of Faith and Pradtice: 
And this I doubt not to make very plam to 
you (1n oppolition to your way) if you will 


-not ſhut your eyes-: And this I ſhall endea- 
,vour gradually, ſtep by ſtep, in certain Propo- 


$. 3. Firtt, In the Apoſtles days, in which 
there was the- greateſt. effuſion of: the Holy 


-Spirit on them and other Chriſtians, that ever 


hath been. yetz even them God's - way of 


bringing men to believe the Goſpel, and to 
tive according, to it, was by publiſhing it to 
men bymen, either by Word-or Writing, and 
evidencing it to-be fron God:.. The Apoftles 
.indeed had the Goſpel from Chriſt himſelf im- 


mediately, 
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I ſhould fay and. what he ſhould ſpeak : 


(17) 
nobiencly; as he himſelf had it from the Fa- 
ther, who gave him Commandment what he 
Tt at 
the firſt began to be foken by the Lord bimſelf, 
and was confirmed unto us by them that hear 
him 3 - as *tis ſaid, Heb. 2: 4. But after Chriſt's 
Aſcenſion , others at the firft received the 
Knowledge and Faith of the Goſpel, by. the 
Miniſtry of the. Apoſtles, who were his Am- 
baſfadors to the world , by them he made 
known his Salvation to the Ends of the Earth, 
When our Saviour prayed for all other good 
Chriſtians that ſhould be in the World, beſides ' 
his Apoſtles, he deſcribes them thus , viz. 
Such as ſhould believe through their Word, 
Fobn 17. 20+ Neither pray I tor theſe alone, 
but for them alſo which ſhall believe on me 
through their Word. And it pleaſed God by 
the Holiſhneſs of Preaching, to ſave them that 
believe, 1 Cor. 1.21. And fo Faith cometh 
by Hearing, faith he, Rom. 10. 17. By hear- 
ing of what, and of whom? Why, by hear- 
ing the Goſpel preached by ſuch +l God 
ſent to preach it, 3 of which mention is made in 
the precedent Verſes. The Doctrine which 
the Apoſiles preached, which.is the Goſpel, is 
ſaid to be the Power of God to S alvation, Rom. 
t- 16. And the Reaſon is given 1n ver. 17, 18. 
Becauſe. thereby the Righiteouſneſs of God is 
teyealed from Faith to Faith; That is God's 

B method 


(18) 
method of juſtifying men, upon condition of 
their belicving, and obeying of it; and be- 
cauſe thereby the eternal Wrath of God from 
Heaven, is revealed againſt all Ungodlineſs and 
Unrighteouſneſs of men. This Revelation 
being from God, and the things, the Motives 
revealed being powerful Arguments to prevail 
with men, to receive and obey the Goſpel 3 
upon their doing of which, they ſhall be ſa- 
ved : thence it is that 'tis called The Power of 
God to Salvation, not excluding the concur- 
rent Operation of God's Spirit upon the heart 
by it. 

This being ſo, your Leaders manifeſt a 
ſtrange degree of Unlearnedxeſi mn the things 
of the Goſpel, when they deny ſaving Grace 
to be wrought by the outward Adminiſirati- 
on of the Word, or Teaching by man (as they 
do when they attribute it to God alone, as his 
immediate Work) and all becauſe the Serip- 
ture attributes it to God, to Chriſt, ta the 
Holy Spirit : Whereas nothing 15 more com- 
mon than to attribute the ſame Effe& ſome- 
times to one Cauſe, ſometimes to another 3 
when there is the Concurrence and Co-opera- 
tion of ſeveral Cauſes to the producing of the 
ſame Eftc& 3 as there uſually is in - God's 
working ſavingly upon men. As men are ſaid 


in Scripture to be boy# of God, to be born of the 


Spirit 3 {o they are ſaid to be born of the Im- 
mortas 


ed, 
mortal Seed of the Word, 1 Pets 1. 23. Becauſe 
that is God's Infirument. Of bis own Will 
begat be us by the Word of Truth, Jams 1+ 18. 
And the Goſpel is the Miniftration of the $pi- 
rit, and the Sword of the Spirit, as it iscalled3 
becauſe it is the great Inſtrument or Means by 

which the Spirit doth its Work upon men: 
Indeed the Work of Grace in men, is moſt 
properly attributed to God, to Chriſt, though 
other Cauſes concur to the producing of that 
Effe& 3 becaule he is the principal Cauſe of it, 
and all other but ſubordinate 3 and yet the Ef- 
fe& is ſometimes attributed to ſubordinate and 
ſecond Cauſes alſo, though leſs properly: Thus 
Chriſt, the principal Cauſe of it, is ſaid to be 
The Light of the World, the Light of men, be- 
cauſe he by his Goſpel, as the Author: of it; 
diſcovers and reveals to them a future everlaſt- 
ing Happineſs attainable in another -World, 
and the way to it 3 and yet the Goſpel it ſclt, 
yea the Apoſtles, and -Paſtors, and Chriltian 
Profeflors, are alſo ſaid to be the' Light of the 
world, as ſubordinate Cauſts, under Chrilt, of 
the Illumination of men in the knowledge 
hereof; Mat. 5. 14+ 2 Cor. 4. 4+ Phil. 2. 15,16: 
All which had you well confidered,you would 
never have oppoſed mens being enlightened 
and taught by Chriſt, as ye do, to their being 
taught by the Scriptures, or by men 3 and all 
becauſe, forfooth , the Illumination of men 
B 2 19 
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is attributed to Chriſt. This very thing here 
ſuggeſted to you, would in great part reduce 
you , and ſet you to rights, if you could be 
but willing to receive and own that for truth, 
which cannot without great abſurdity and 
contradiction to: the Scriptures be denied, But 
for want ofdiſfinguiſhing between things and 
things, which in ſome reſpec, ſeem to be the 
fame , but in other reſpeQs greatly differ, you 
run your ſelves jnto Error and great Abſurdi- 
tics. | 

T will upon this occaſion, inftance mm ano» 
ther thing not much unlike to that but now 
mentioned, wherein you greatly miſtake, for 
want of diſtinguiſhing 3 and that 15, touch- 
ing the Preſence of Chriſt in men : Fax becauſe 
the Scriptures ſpeak of Chriſt's being { in] 
men3 and becauſe Chriſt is God, and God 
euery where preſent, and fo in all men ; from 
theſe thus jumbled together, you infer, that 
therefore-Chriſt zs in all men; and that being 
fo, you farther infer that all men are taught 
by him himſelf immediately without external 
Teaching. In doing of which, you confound 
things together which axe diſtin&+ , to the 
darkning of them in your underftandings,and 


the miſguiding you m Judgment: You doj 


not diftinguiſh as yon ought to do berween the 
Efſeutial Preſence of Chriſt, as God, and his 
Virtual Preſence , as Mediator, God-man. For 
although 


(21) 
although Chriſt, as God, is preſent to every 
mann, in the exerciſe of common Providence. 
in the world 3 (My Father worketh hitherto,and 
Twork faith he, Fohx 5. 17.) yet in reſpe& 
of his Virtaal Preſence, as Mediator, as when 
he rules and operates in mens hearts by his Au- 
thority, and by the Evangelical Law, in this 
ſence (which yet is, doubtleſs, the ſence in 


, which Chriſt is ſaid in Scripture to be ix men, 


and to dwell ix them) I ſay, in this ſence he is 
not inall men. For men arc ſaid to be with- 
out Chriſt, until they are converted to Chriſti- 
anity, Eph. 2. 12. And it is by Faith (which 
only ſome; and not all men have) that Chrift 
dwells in any mans heart, Eph. 3. 17. It is by 
that Faith that his Authority in his Doctrine 
and Law is owned, and where that 5 ſincerely 
owned, there Chriſt is ſaid to. dwell. Not 
that Chrift as Mediator God-man, dwells per- 
ſonally in men 5 for in that ſence and refpe& 
he dwells in Heaven, and is at the right hand 
of the Majefty . on high. And therefore as 
Teacher of his Church, he doth not teach men 
now immediately in perſon, but by his Gof- 
pel which he ſends to them, by which he en- 
lightens them in the way of Salvation. 


do therefore err, not knowing or underftand- 
ing the Scriptures, while you attribute thoſe 
effects to the Eſſential Preſence, and immedi- 
ate Operation of Chriſt in men, 


which are 
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. "wrought by him indeed, but it is by the I4- 


ftrumentality and Agency of ſecond Cauſes, the 
Goſpel and the Miniſtration thereof by men. 
I wiſh that by theſe Inſtances, you could 
be made ſenſible of your great weakneſs in de- 
{piſing Ditin@ions, as if they were but effeRts 
of Carnal Reaſon and Fleſhly Wiſdom 3 for 


fifth Words that are the ſame in ſound, are of- 


ten uſed to ſignitie things of a different Na- . 


ture 3 and words different in ſound, to fignifie 
things of the ſame Nature inſtances ot which 
the Scripture abounds with, they muſt of ne- 
ceſſicy be perpetually liable to Error and groſs 
Miſtakes , that throw away Diſtindions as 
uſeleſs, which is your own caſe in many other 
things belides theſe now inſtanced in. 

Since then it was God's Method in the A- 
poliles dayes to bring men to ſalvation, by be- 
lieving and obeying the Doftrine preached by 

them, as I have ſhewed 3 It 15 marvellous that 
any that pretend to know any thing in Chriſti- 


 anity, ſhould deny this Do@rine to. be the 
Rule of Faith and Chriſtian PraQice, when- | 
- as that's the very end and Reaſon of the pro- | 
mulgation of it, to dire& men what to believe 
and do, that they might be faved 3 and to | 
excite them to believe and do accordingly. | 


When St. Paul faith, Whereto we have at- 
tained, let us walk by the ſame Ryle 3 doth 
he not by Ryle mean the Apoſiles Doctrine, 


whenas 
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q -whenas in the next words, the propoſeth him- 


{eIf that lived according to what he taught, as 


! an example for them to follow, Phil. 3. 16,17. 


It was the great commendation of the primi- 
tive Chriſtians, that they continued ſtedfaſtly 


y in the Apoſtles Dottrine, Acts 2. 42. And 
| St Fohn ſaid, JYhoſvever tranſgreſſeth, and abi- 
deth not in the Dottrine of Chriſt, hath not God : 


And to tranſgreſs, ſure is to ſwerve from 
the Rule, 2 Fobu 9. This Doctrine of Chriſt 
15 called the Goſpel of the Kingdom, Mat. 4+ 23. 
and 9.35 and 24. 14+ For it 1s that Rule 
by which Chriſt our King doth rule and go- 
vern his Subjects both in Heart and Life 3 as 
the Laws of the Land are the Rule according 


y to which Earthly Kings do govern theirs. 


The Sum and Subſtance of the Dodrine 
which the Apoſtles preached, one as well as 
another, and in one place as well as another, 
15 called The Form of Sound Words, 2 Tims: 1, 
13- The Principles of the Do@rine of Chriſt, 
Heb. 6.. And this Form of Doctrine was de- 


q livered to the Chriſtiens, to rule and govern 
gy themſelves by, Rom. 6.17. But now bave 0- 


beyed from the heart that Form of Dottrine which 
was delivared to you: And it was ſo mucha 
Rule to them, that, they were commanded to 
mark and avoid ſuch as cauſed Diviſions and 
Offences contrary to the Doftrine which they bad 
learned, Roms 16. 17- And forbid to receive 
B 4. into 
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info their Houſts ſuch as brought not this Do- 
Grine, 2 John 10. And if any man teach o- 
therwiſe, ſaith St. Pawl, and' conſents not to 
wholeſom words, even the words of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Deftrine which i 
according to Godlineſt, he is proud, knowing 
nothing, 1 Tim. 6.344» 

' Theſe things being all ſo plain, as what 
can be plainer 3 it cannot but be highly ridi- 
calous for ſuch as are ignorant in the very 
A,B, C, of Chrittianity (as by your diſſent 
in this plain Truth, you appear to be) to pre- 


rend to ſuch Sublimity and Spirituality, as to iſ 


eſteem all other Chriſtians in the world, of 
what denomination ſoever, that are not of 
your way, in compariſon of your ſelves, to 
be all i: Darkneſs and Contulon. 

$ 4+ The Second Propofition is this z Al- 
though the firſt Promulgators of the Goſpel 
were enabled by immediate Revelation from 
Chriſt to teach it unto others; yet afterward 
God's ordinary way and method of tranſmit- 
ting the Knowledge and Faith of the Goſpel 


downwards to others ſucceſlively, was by ſuch | 
mens teaching it to others, as had themlelves | 
karned it of the Apoftles,or others that taught | 
the'ſame Doctrine as they did. Thus Timothy | 
and Titus, though Evangeliſts, were inſtru- | 
Qed by Par! in the Chriſtian Faith 3 and how | 
they ſhould behave thernſclyes in their publick | 

| CaPacltics ] 
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Capacities as: Evangeliſts or Biſhops 3 and this 
was done, partly by Speech, and partly. by 
his Epiſtles fo them, 2 Tim: 1. 13. Hold faſt 
the Form of ſound words which thou haft 
beard of me, 2 Tim. 3. 14, 15- Continue in 
the things which thou haſt learned, and haft 
been aſſured of, knowing of whom thou haſt 
learned them, and that from a Child thou haſt 
known. the Holy Scriptures. Titus learned 
the Chriſtian Faith by Pal; for which cauſe 
he ſtiles him his Sox 3# the Common Faith, Tit. 
I. 4. And by his Epiſtle infirudcts him in the 


| Election of Biſhops, which he was to place 


in the Cities of Crete: And one of his In- 
ſirucions about this Aﬀair was, that he ſhould 
ordain ſuch as beld faſt the faithful word as 
they bad been taught, Tit. 1: 9+ And the ſame 
things which Timothy had learned of Par!, he 
was to commit to faithful men, and ſuch as 
ſhould be able to teach others, 2 Tim. 2. 2. 
The things which thou haſt heard of me a- 
mong many Witneſſes, commit thou to faith- 
ful men, who ſhall be able to teach others alſo. 

$ 5. 3- The ſame Doctrine, and many of 
the ſame Miracles were committed to writing, 
by the Apoſtles, which were firſt preached and 
doneby Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, and for the 
ſame end 3 to wit, to bring men to the Chri- 
ſtian Belief and Life, Fobn 20. 31- But theſe 
are written that ye might believe that Feſus is 
the Chriſt, the Son of God, and #bat believing, 
| Jo 


" 2a8) - 34 
ye might have life through his Name, 1 John 5. ſÞþnc 
13. Theſe things have I wrizten unto you 
that believe on the Name of the Son of God, 
that ye may k#ow 'that ye have Etcrnal Lite 3 
and that ye may believe on the Name of the 
Son of God : That is, that they might believe 
more groundedly and firmly, and fo conſiant- 
ly and perſeveringly againſt all oppoſition and 
temptations to the contrary, Luke 1.3, 4 It 
ſeemed good to me alſo, having had perfect 
underſtanding of things, from the very firſt, 
to write unto thee, moſt excellent Theophilus, 
that thou mightelt kow the Certainty of thoſe 
things wherein thou haſt been inſtructed. 
2 Tim. 3. 15, 16. The Scriptures given by in- 
Siration of God, are profitable for reproof, 
correction, and inſiruction in righteouſneſs ; 
and able to make men wiſe unto ſalvation, 
through Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus. Rome 
I6. 26. And by the Scriptures of the Pro- 
phets, according to the Commandment of the 
everlaſting Sod, made known to all Nations 
for the obedience of Faith- God of old com- 
manded the Law wriitten, to be read to all 
the Congregation of Tſrgel, that they might | 
learn to fear him, Dent. 31. 11, 12. ; 
$ 6. 4+ The Apoſtle required the fame re- | 
_ gard to be given to what he taught by his E- 
piſtles, as to what he taught by ſpeech, face | 
to face, 2 Theſ. 2.15. Therefore ſtand faſt, | 
and | 


Jo 
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ind hold the Traditions which ye have been 
aught, whether by word or our Epiſtle, 1 Cor. 
1.4. 37+ If any man think himſelf to be a Pro- 
phet, or ſpiritual, let him acknowledge that 
he things which I write unto you, are the Com- 
mandments of the Lord. And the Epilſiles 
written to particular Churches, were intend- 
d for the benefit of all, in thoſe things which 
in their nature were of common concern unto 
all, x Cor. 1. 2. Unto the Church of God at 
Corinth With all that in every place call 
upon the Name of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord both 
theirs and ours. The two Epiſtles of St. Pe- 
zer, the firſt Epiſtle of Fohy, the Epiſtle of 
Fude, and that of Fames, are all General E- 
piltles, not dire&ed to any particular Chur- 
ches, as ſuch 3 but to the Chriſtians ſcattered 
abroad in the world. And the Coloſſians were 
to read the Epiſtle ſent to Laodicea 3 and the 
Laodiceans to read that ſent to the Colsſfians, as 
well as thofe that were ſent to both themſelves 
reſpe&tively, Col. 4, 16. And St. Fohn was 
commanded to ſend all the ſeven Epiſtles to 
each of the ſeven Churches in Aſia, and not 


$ only one Epiſtle to one Church, and another 
J to another. And in Rev. Chap. 2, 8 3. It is 
# {even times ſaid, He that hath an Ear, let him 


hear what the Spirit faith unto the Churches 


J as every man in the world hath, that is not 
J deaf. And Chap. 22.18. I teſtific to: every 


mat 
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may (ith Chrift) that heareth the words of 


the Propheſie of. this Book, &'c.' And there 
15 great reaſon why.the ſame regard ſhould be 
given to what the-Apoſiles and Evangeclilts 
wrote, as to what they ſpake; as long as they 
either wrote the ſame Doctrine, or Hiſtory, 
upon the ſame evidence, For the Doctrine is 
the ſame after it is written, as it was before; 
for its Being written, doth not alter the Na- 
ture of it, And therefore men muſt needs 
be as much concerned 'in their Belief or Disbe- 
lief, Obedience or Diſobedience to it, when 
it is communicated to them by writing, as 
when it is ſo by Preaching 3 yea, Thad almoſt 


aid, or by immediate Revelation.: For *tis 


not the way and manner of communicating 
the will of God to us, that makes it faving 
but our belict and (erious confideration of it, 
and yielding obedience to it, how, or by what 
means ſ{oever we come to know it Other- 
wiſe *tis poſſible men may have Revelations 
from God, as Balaam had 3 and as Fudas and 
other workers of Iniquity, that propheſied 
and caſt out Devils in Chriſt's Namc.: had, or 


might have had, and yet not be profited by | 
them. Andif there be any leſs degree of evi-| 
dence of Divine Truth when it is communis | 
cated oO us by writing, than when it was | 

s theApofiles preach: | 
ing, or to the Apoliles themſelves by immes- | 
diate | 


communicated to others 
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| diateRevelation 3 yet belief of it, and gbegi- 


ence to jt upon that leſs degree of Evidence, 
1s not the leſs, but rather much more rewaxd- 
able, than is obedience to it upon greater evi- 
dence , Fobn 20. 29. Jeſus ſaith unto him, 
Thomas, becauſe thou haſt ſeen, thou haſt be- 
lieved 3 bleſſed are they which have not ſeen, 
and-yet have believed. | 

Ic is not to be imagined but that the Apo= 
ftles and Evangeliſts have expreſſed the Chrj- 
ſian DoGdrine, and the Reaſons why it 
ſhould be believed,in as plain terms when they 
wrote it, as when they preached it. 

They could hardly ſpeak thoſe great Do+ 
frines touching the Effencials of Chriſtiani- 
ty, Plainer than they are communicated tp 
us by their Writings yet how plain ſoeves 
they ſpake ther, the very ſame things (preju- 
dice, worldly intereſt, and the love of Luſt) 
which now detain men from obeying their 
Dodtrine, as communicated and tran{mitted 
down to us by their Writings, did tt} like man- 
ner keep back Multitudes from yielding Obe- 
dicnce- to their DoCctrine , then when they 
themſelves preach*d it to them, and wrought 
many Miracles to convince them that jt was 


from God. And as men then that had no 
' tnind to obey the Dodrine which Chriſt and 


the Apoſtles preach'd, raiſed Cavils and pickt 


Quarrels againſt it : J/Þy do you not mader- 
ftand 
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\ſtand my ſpeech? "even becauſe ye cannot beay . 


Word; ſaid our Saviour to ſuch, Fohy 
8.43.) Evecnſoat this day thoſe Atheiſti- 


cal and looſe men, that have no mind to con- | 


form their Hearts and Lives to the holy Do- 
&rine of Chriſt in the Scriptures, raiſe Ca- 
vils, and pick Quarrels againſt the Scriptures; 
which are *a ſtanding Reproof to their bad 
Tempers, and evil Lives 3 which becauſe they 
are ſo, they ſeck by all means to invalidate 
them, that they might the more ſecurely, and 
without diſturbance frotn them, hold on their 
ungodly courſe, ſecretly, or openly. 

How far any that have led you the way , 
may be concerned in ſuch a thing as this, I 
ſhall not fay 3 but ſure I am, it concerns both 
you and them to think owt : and ſo much the 
rather, becauſe *tis ſeldom, if ever ſeen among 
other men, but that thoſe that are cold in 
their affection to the Scriptures, are as cold to 
the power of Godlineſs, or rather zealouſly 
hot' againſt it. | 

And indeed I muſt needs ſay, you bewray 
your cold affeion ro, and your little and 
flight eſteem of the holy Scriptures, while you 
think you have ground pleaſedly to call them 
the Dead Letter, from that Saying of the A> 
poſile, in 2 Cor- 3-6. Who bath made us able 


Miniſters of the New Teſtament, not of the Let- : 


zer, but of the Spirit.: And to call thoſe that 


preach | 
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f preach from the Scriptures, Miniſters of the 


Letter. Whereas that Expreſſion is fo far 
from ſerving your purpoſe hercin, as that if 


|ycu underſtood it (which alas, you do not) 
J you would find it to caſt a Glory and Honour 


upon the Scriptures of the New Teſtament, 
and no diſparagement at all upon thoſe of the 
old, upon any account of the matters therein 
contained , as being written. For the Do- 
arine of the Old Teſtament it elf isnot cal- 
led the Letter | becauſe it is in Writingz nor 
that of the New, the Spirit, becauſe not in 
Writing 3 but becauſe the Subje&-Matter of 
which the Moſaical Covenant did much con- 
fiſt, and many of the things therein contain- 
ed, were but figurative, and outward Repre- 
ſentations of thoſe excellent Spiritual things, 
which in the. Goſpel, are plainly and nakedly 
exprefled, without any ſuch Vail or Cover': 
Forfo the Apoſtle, 1n the ' proceſs of this his 
Diſcourſe,doth more plainly expreſs it, ver. 12 
13, 14. Weuſe great plainneſs of Speech, a 
#0t as Moſes, which put a Vail over his Face, 
{o that the Children of Iſrael copld not lookor 
{ce to the end of that which is aboliſhed 
Which Vail is done away in Chriſt 3 that is, 1n 
the Doctrine of Chriit, in the New Telſla- 
ment; in which Do&rine, Divine and Spi- 
ritual Truth is ſtripp?d out of its Cloathing 
and Covering, and repreſented as it is in its 
Own 
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own nature, 'and not in dark figures. And 
that this, and not the Writing ; or not Wri- 
ring, 15 meant by Letter and Spirit, will far- far 
ther appear by comparing other Texts of Scri-i 
pture with this. Rom. 2. 29. Circumciſion 
1s that of the heart, in the Spirit, and not in 
the Letter. By Letter here 1s plainly meant 
Circumcition in the Fleſh 3 and by Spirit. 
. that which was couched under it, or ſignified {WP 
by itz and that is. the Circumciſion of theſWdi 
Heart 3 which in the New Teſtament is called ſW 
 Mortification, or Purifying, of the Heart , ot Wed 
crucitying Aﬀections and Luftss 
-.* So again, Rom. 7. 6. But now we are deli- ſar 
vered from the Law, that being dead, where-ſ: 
in we-were held, that we ſhould ferve inſhz 
Newneſs of Spirit, oud nt in the Oldneſs of Jv 
the Letter : That is, according to thoſe plain ſw 
Precepts of the Goſpel which anGver the Spi-|iſ be 
-#it and Scope of the Law; and not in the th 
-outward Ceremony, which were but figura- Ju 
five of them 3 as in offering our Bodies a 1i-J 
'ving Sacrifice, inficad of ſlain Beaſts; in Pc 
- cleanſing our ſelves from the filthineſs of thei b3 
ficth,inſtcad of Legal Purifications by waſhing ji # 
the Body ,. in puzting off the Body of the Sint # 
of the Fleſh, and all evil Concupiſcence, and bi 
not in cutting off the Foreskin of the Fleſh. I 4: 
And thoſe Miniſters that preath this, ane o-}©= th 
ther like Spiritual DoQriuve, out of, or ac- kt 

| cording 
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cording to the Scriptures of the New Teſia- 
ment, and not the Ceremonies of Moſes, they 
are Miniſters of the New Teſtament, not of 
the Letter, but of the Spirit: Which had 


you underftood, you would never have pout- 
[Med your ſpiteful contetmpt on them as. you 


have, by calling them Letter-Preachers. 
.. I ſhall conclude what I have ſaid in this 
Propoſition, to ſhew that the ſame tegard is 
due to the Doctrine of the Apuſtles when 
written, as now it 15, as when it was preach- 
ed by them 3 by remembring you of this one 
preat Truth, That every man ſhall be tricd 
and judged at the laſt day , by that Law he 
hath been under. - The Gentiles that are, or 
have been without a written Law. ſhall be 
judged without any ſuch Law : and the Fews 
which were under a written Law; they ſhall 
be judged by it, Rom: -2- 12. Even ſo, thoſe 
that are under the Goſpel written , will be 
judged by that 3 as thoſe that were under the 
immediate preaching of it by Chrilt and his A- 
poltles befote it was written, will he judged 
by that. He that vejefteth me, and receivetb 
hot my words, hath one-that judgeth him z the 
Werd that T have ſpoken, the ſanie ſhall judge 
him at the laft day, faith our Saviour, Fohn 12: 
48. And if that be the Rule by which thoſe 
ſhall be judged that have his Word made 
known to them, be it by one means. or by _ 
| C thet, 
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ther, then it greatly concerns all ſuch to mak} - 
that Word of his the Rule: of their Life and 
Practice, as cver they hope to come off wel 
upon their Trial at lait, whatever you talk 0 
its not being a Rule as itis a written Word, 
And therefore beware leſt then that come up- 
on you, and be ſaid of you, which is written 
- in one of the Prophets; IT have written #t 
them the great things of my Law, and they haw 
counted them as a ſtrange thing, Hol. 8. 12. 

$.7. 5- The next Propofition is thisz That 
the Holy Scriptures extant in the Apoſtles 
days, in conjundion with the Doctrine of 
the Chriſtian Faith, however made known, by 
Writing, or otherwiſe; were then, through 
that Grace of God, which uſually attends a 
due uſe of them, able to make men wile to 
Salvation, 2 Tim. 3+ 15+ And that from a Child 
thou haſt known the Holy Scriptures, which ar:Iſ 
able to make thee wiſe unto ſalvation, through 
Faith which #4 in Chriſt Feſus. bh 

| It by Scriptures here, you will underſtand 

the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament only, yet; 
you may eaſily collect that if thoſe Scriptures iſ 
were in great part able to make men wiſe unto 
Salvation, then when the Goſpel was on foot, 
then the Scripturcs of the New Teſtament, as 
containing the Chriftian Dodrine, are able to 
do it much more and both im conjunction to 
be cffectual to that end. E” 

| fo 
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The Apdſtle acquainted the Chriſtians then, 
hat the Myſtery of the Goſpel by the Scrip- 
ures of the Prophets, is, and that according 
Wo the Commandment of the everlaſting God, 
ade known 'to all Nations for the obedience 
f Faith, Rom. 16. 25, 26- | 
$8: 6. The Holy Scriptures, as the means 
hich God works by, are able, not only to 
nake men in a private capacity wile unto fal- 
ationz but alſo to furniſh men for the di(- 
harging of the publick Office of Teaching 
nd Governing in the Church of God. The 
oly Scriptures given by inſpiration of God; 
e profitable for Dofrine, Reproof,, Corre@iion, 
1d Tiſtrufion in Righteouſneſs, ſo as to make the 
nan of God, to wit, a publick Preacher, per- 
ed, throughly furniſhed to all good works 3 even 
0 enable him to diſcharge his whole Duty to+ 
wards the Souls of others,. 2 Tim. 3: 16. And 
t, Paal by his Writings, inſtructed even Ti- 
nothy himſelf, how to behave himſelf in his 
Dffice and publick Capacity, 1 Tim. 3. 14+ 
Theſe things write I nnto thee, that thou mai(t 
now how to behave thy ſelf zn the Houſe of 
od, which is the Church of the Living Gad: 
And for the better diſcharge of his Miniſterial 
Dffice, directs and enjoins him to give attend=-- 
nceto. Reading, and to Meditation, or Stu- 
ly, 1 Tims 4- 13, 15+ Which ſure would have 
1 (pen needlets, if he had becn ſufficiently able 
C 2 to 
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to have done all'by the immediate Illuminati | 


on and operation of God's Spirit 3 as yo 
fancy your Teachers are able to do. | 


$9. 7- The ſame promiſe is made' to th: 


reading of the Ward writes, and tothe keen 


ing of it, as 1s to the hearing and keeping df 


it, Rev. 1. 3. Bleſſed is he that readeth, ani 


they. that hear the words of this Propheſio, a 
keep thoſe things which are written therein: 


$ 10. 8. The Scripture is ſaid to ſay thi 


or that, which yet God ;faid himſelf, or b 


his Servants, Rows 9. 17. The Scripture ſaitiſW15. 


_ #ito Pharaoh, even for this ſame purpoſe han 
T raiſed thee up, that I might ſhew my power i 


thee, Rom. 10. 11- The Scripture ſaith; Whif i 


foever believeth on him, ſhall not be aſhamet 
Gal. 3. 22. The Scriptuze bath concluded al 
under fin- What ſaith the Scripture? Cy 
out the Bondwoman and her Son, Gal. 4+ 30 
Which yet was the Saying of God himſe 
Gen- 16. Another Scripture ſaith , They ſha 
look, on him whom they have pierced, John 19 
17. No Propheſie of” the Scriptures is of privat 
Interpretation, 2 Pet. 1. 20. So that accord 
ing to this, look what 'God faith-in and:by th 
Scriptures, touching ſuch things as concen 
us, is in effect the fame, as if he had ſpoke 
them to us himſelf immediately, If any mi 
think: himſelf to be a Prophet, or Spiritzal, | 
him acknowledge that the things I write un 
JO 
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atilws, are the Commandments of the Lord, ſaid 
youlSt Paul, 1'Cor. 14. 37. 
You are. wont to infinuatemdeed, as if the 
AScriptures were not of that uſe to us now, as 
they were to them, to whom they were firlt 
written. But however they might more con- 
Wcera them than us in ſome particular -caſes 
a rroper to them, yet in things of common. con- 
cern, they are as much for our uſe as they were 
Wor theirs. For whatſoever things were written 
aforetime, were written for our Learning, Rom. 
aiti15- 4+. What God ſaid to Foſhna, I will ne- 
Wer leave. thee mor 'forſake thee > the Apoſtle 
r would have all faithful Chriſtians relie on; as 
7IYit it bad been fpoken to themſelves, Heb.13.5. 
ee That which was firſt ſpoken to the Fews, Lev. 
al 26. The Apoſtle applies to the Believing Gex- 
CofE tiles, as much as if it had been ſpoken to them 
30 only, 2 Cor. 6. 16. For ye are the Temple of 
(elf zbe Living God 3 4s, God bath ſaid 3 IT will 
hal dwell in them, and walk, in them, and 1 will 
198 be their God, and they ſhall be my people. | 
ll $ 11. 9. We that have the Doctrine of 
20 Chriſt and his Apoſtles brought down to us in 
A the Scxiptures, any, according to Scripture» 
en Diale&, be-ſaid 'to kgve Chritt and his Apo- 
I files , :as truly as-it was faid of the Fews in 
f our Saviour's days on Earth, that they had 
W Moſes and the Prophets; for it was by having 
Win the Saxiptures, what they ſaid and did, that 
C 3 they 
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were faid to have them. And by hearing and 
believing the Scriptures of the NewTeſtament, iſ 1 
we may as well be faid to hear and believe Þ 
Chriſt and his Apoftles, as they to hear and jj 7 
believe Moſes and' the Prophets 3 which yet ſa! 
they were ſaid to do, when they did believe 4! 
their Pritinge, Luke 16. 29. They have Ms- le 
fes and the Prophers,let them hear them. Ver.31. 
If they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, neither S' 
. will they be perſwaded though one roſe from the Y* 
Aead. John 5. 46,47+ Had ye believed Mo-Y 
fes, ye would have believed me 5 for he wrote of | 
me : But if ye believe not his Writings, how 
ſhould 'ye believe my Words ? Chriſt promi-® 
fd his Apoſtles, upon ' his giving them Com-fcil 
milfion to teach all Nations, that he would beyP0 
with them to the end of the world; andjſt's 
he ts ſo in one ſenſe, when he accompa- 
nies. ' their Miniftration' by their Do@rine”- 
and Writings, ' with the prefence of his” 
Grace and power in their continuation to 
the end of the world. And as it is faid of 
Moſes, As 15. 21. That he had thoſe in eve- 
ny City that preached him, being read in then 
Synagogues every Sabbath day; inaſmuch wi - 
his Books of the Law were read 3 fo for the<< 
fame, or like reaſon, it niay be as truly faid, 
that Chriſt hath thoſe that preach him now, ſ*1 
whzn the Books of the New Teſtament. writ- 
ten by inſpiration of his Spitit , are read as 
.- Ew mong 
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mong_us,and opened unto us everyLord's Day» 
You may then ſafely conclude, that thoſe that 
have the . Doctrine of Chriſt in his Goſpel a- 
mong them, have Chriſt among them 3 and 
all that receive and hold faſt that, do receive 
and hold faft him: So faith St. Fohy in his 
ſecond Epiſt. v. 9. He that abideth in the Do- 
Frine of Chriſt, be bath both the Father and the 
Son. Andagain, 1 ap 2. 24. If that which 
ye have heard from the beginning, ſhall remain 
in you, ye alſo ſhall continue in the Son and 
in the Father. 

$ 12. 10. That in Chriſt Jeſus neither Cir- 
cumciſfion availeth any thing, nor Uncircum- 
cilien 3 but a new Creature; is a moſt im- 
portant Dodtrine , declared in writing by St. 
Paul, Gal. 6. 15+ 
And when he faith in the next Verſe, es 
many 4s walk, according to this | Rule] peace be 
on them 3, it is moſt evident he was not of your 
mind and way, who hold that the Holy Scrip- 
tures, or Docrine contained in them, which 
s the ſame, are not a Rule of Chriſtian Faith 


and Practice. 


This written Do&rine of the Goſpel, we 


ſee, is a Rule for Chriſtians to walk by 3 as 


he written Law and Teſtimony was to the 
Jews 3 and as it was faid uf thoſe that walked 
ot according, to thatWord or Rule,that it was 


.{pccauſe there was no Lo in them, 1/a.8.20. 
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Even fo, and for the ſame reaſon, 'it may-now 
be (1d of you, that if you walk not accord- 
Ing to this Rule, it -is becauſe in trath there is 
no Light im you, how much ſoever you vain- 
ly boaſ} of . it, and cenſure others for want of 
it 3 that yet make it their daily care and en- 
deavour to walk according to the Light and 
Guidance of that 'Rule; that hath its ſeat in 
their.Conſcience, - Y 
- And now, Sirs, by'this time, methinks you 
ſhould not but perceive , thatT have given you 
proof in good meaſure heaped up, ſhaken 
together, preſſed down; and running over 3 
That Gods way and method of directing men, 
what to believe and do as neceſſary to their 
Salvation, and of  perſwading them to believe 
and do accordingly, is, and hath been by that 
teaching which comes from God into *the 
Soul by outward means, ſuch as is his Word 
written, or by mens feaching the ſame 'Do- 
" fine which.is contained in the Scriptures; 
and jf ſo, then not by his immediate teach- 
ing and operation , without ſuch outward 
teaching, which yet is that which'you hold 
and (teach, in oppoſition to God's Method. 
The Proof of this is ifo evident and convin- 
cing, that if you' will bat give your minds 


and Conſciences Libtety ſeriouſly to conſider} 


it 3- I cannot imagine. how you ſhould poſſibly 
perfiſt 19 your way, without -offering ſome 
EY Ros '_ *  vlolenc 
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violence to the reaſon of your Minds. 
F 13. But'ince you have ſtrengthened your 
£15 © ſelves in this your perfwaſion, out of an, Opi- 
in- © nion you have that ſorheScriptures are on your 
of WU fide in it, I fhall yet add ſomething farther to 
n- convince you of Error and Miftake therein. 
nd B  Youfeem to ground your felves mach up- 
in on Fob 1.9.. Where it.is ſaid of Chriſt, 'This 
| #5 the rrue Light which lighineth every man that 
ou i cometh thto the world. ENESES: 1 
'oull That Chrili:doth one way or other lighten 
xenlÞ every man that comes into the world, is a 
er 3 | great truth here declared : Burthat which'you 
en, ſl are wont to alledge it for, and which you are 
eir to proye hence, 1f you would have it do your 
eve ſl butinefs, is, That Chriſt lighiteneth,cvery man 
hat} that comes into the world, with the 'know- 
the ledge of what he ought [to believe and do in 
ord order 'to- his falvation, without Tearning it 
20-W from or by any Outward Mexur. 
5:8 © That no ſuch thing, as that Chriſt (o ligh- 
ch-W tens all men without Outward Teachings can 
ard be proved; either from this.or any other Scri- 
old pture, T ſhall caſily ſhew you. | : 
od, 'Chrift doth enlighten all whom he doth en- 


| lightenin one or more of theſe three ways 3 
nd either, 1, By Natural Light. Or, 2. By 
derfyl Supernatural Revelation. Or, 3. By outward 


Teaching by Speech, or Writing, or Exam- 
ple, in conjunction with the inward affiſtance 
of his Spirit, | 1. Chriſt 
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1. Chriſt indeed, as God Creator (as he is 


deſcribed in the beginning of that Chapter) 
. .. dothenlighten every man that comes into the 

world, with the faculty of Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding,by which he may know that there 
is a God, and that he is to be worſhipped,and 
that he is placable 3 and the difference between 
moral good and evil in many things. But 
however this may poſſibly be a Light ſufficient 
to direct the Heathen to as much as God cx- 


peas from them (if they live up to it) to 


whom he affords no other Light; yet this 
Natural Light is #0t ſufficient to direc thoſe 
that live under the Goſpel, to believe and do 
what they are bound to believe and do, upon 
pain of Damnation. They: thet live under the 
Goſpel,are bound to believe Jeſus to be Chriſt, 
the Son of God,. and Saviour of the world, 
and that upon pain of damnation. Tf ye believe 
not that T am besye ſhall die in your fins (aid our 
Savionr to. them to whom theGoſpel came, Fo. 
8. 24. Every Spirit that confeſſeth not that Fe- 
ſis Chriſt is come in tbe fleſh, is not of God, but 
u the Spirit of Antichriſt, 1 John 4+. 3. He that 
believeth not the Son of God, ſhall not ſce Life , 
but the wrath of God abideth on bim, Joh.3.36. 
Now that no man can know Chriſt, know 
him to be the Son of God, and Saviour of 
the world, by his Natural Light , . without 
Supernatural Revelation from God , or In- 
v | ſtruction 
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ſiruion from without, derived from them 
that had ſuch Revelation , is moſt evident. 
When Peter ſaid to Chriſt, Thou art Chriſt the 
Sox of the Living God 3 our Saviour told him, 
Fleſh and Bloud bad not revealed that unto him, 
but bis Father, Mat. 16. 16, 179. And the Na- 
tural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
off God, neither can he know them, becauſe they 
are ſpiritually diſcerned ; that is, they are 
knowable only by means that are purely ſpiri- 
tual and ſupernatural ; as the revelation of 
the Goſpel at firſt was. And it may well be, 
that in this reſpe& *tis ſaid, that yo man' can 
fay that Feſus is the Lord, bat by the boly Ghoſt, 
I Cor. 12. 3+ For no man could know that he 
was fo, but by that Revelation and diſcovery 
which the Holy Ghoſt ſcveral ways at the firſt 
made concerning him. He ſhall gplorifie me 
for be ſhall receive of mine, -and ſhall ſhew it 
unto you, ſaid Chriſt to his Apoſtles,concern- 
ing the Holy Sprrit, Fobz 16. 14. And Chriſt 
is {aid to be juſtified in or by the Spirit, to be 
what he himſelf {aid he was, and his Apoſtles 
witneſſed him to be, 1 Tim- 3. 16- 

All this ſhews. that though Chriſt do en- 
lighten all men with Natural Light, yet this is 
not ſufhcient without ſomewhat elſe, to en- 
lighten all men ; particularly thoſe that are 
under the Goſpel, with the knowledge of 
what is neceſſary for all ſuch to know _ 

| eve 
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lieve . in order to their Salvation.: For: to 
whom much is given, of him much ſhall be re- 
quired, Luke 19. 48. | | 
Then ſecondly. + Another way 'by which 
Chriſt enlightens men with the kuowledge of |þ 
himſelf, and of. what is neceſſary for :mens 
Salvation, is by immediate and ſupernatural 
Revelation 3 and thus he enlightened the A- 
poles , that they might be able infallibly to. 
teach'the way of Salvation by Chrift, through 
Faith in- him; and;Obedience;to him 3 For God, 
faith one of them, 'whoa commanded the Light 
to ſhine ont of Darkneſs, bath ſhined into our 
bearts, to give the light of the knowledge of 
the Glory of God, . inthe Face of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
to give, that is, to give it, forth to others, 
2'Cor. 4. 6- And again, in 1 Cor. 2.12, 13- 
Now we have received, not the Spirit of the 
World, but the Spirit which is of God 5 that we 
mipht know the things that are freely given to us 
of God : Which things alſo we ſpeak, not Þ 
with the words which mans wiſdom teacheth; 
but which the Holy Ghoſt teachecth. And be- 
fides this of internal.and immediate Revelation, 
thore 15" no way . maginable: for-men to. come 
bp+the knowledge of Chrift as Madrator, but 
by-external and mediate Revelation. 
© $0 that by the proceſs of this Diſcourſe, 
you are brought:to this; either to fay that all 
men to:whom the Goſpel comes, axe cnlght- 
ne 


(45) 
ued by Chriſt with the knowledge of his:be- 
ing the Son of Ged, the Chriſt of God, and 
Saviour. of the world, by inamediate and ſus 
pernatural: Revelation, as the Apoſtles were 3 
or elſe to grant that ſome men in the world 
are not enlightened by Chrift without being 


taught by outward means, to know what 


they are.bound'to believe, upon pain of Dam- 
nation, 'ForT have ſhewed before, that all 
men and women to whom the Goſpel is 
preached, are bound to believe Jeſus to be the 
Chriſt, the Son of God, upon pain of Dam- 
nation 3 and that there is but theſe two ways 
imaginable, by which they can come to know 

it, that they might believe it, immediate and 
mediate Revelation or Inſtruction. | 
If being reduced:to this ftraight, you ſhall 
be ſo abſurd as to chuſe to ſay that all thoſe 
under the ſound and outward teaching of the 
Goſpel, that ſhall be damned for not believing, 
on Chriſt as the Son of God, and for not 0- 
beying him, had that knowledge of him by 
immediate and ſupernatural Revelation , as 
the Apoſtles hadzfor the ſinnin$ againſt which, 
they ſhall be damned, as knowing their Ma- 
ſters Will, and not doing it 3 yet the Scrip- 
tures, as well as all Experience, will derect 
your Folly in ſo ſaying : For I have proved in 
my Propoſitiions, to which I refer you 3 that 
God's way &method of proceeding with wen, 
in 
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in juſtifying, or condemning them, will be a& 
cording to their Obedience to,or Diſobedicnce 
ainſt that Doctrine of the Goſpel which 
they had heard preached by men to them.- Go, 
preach the Goſpel to every Creature (faid our 
Saviour )He that believeth not, ſhall be danmed ; 
that believeth not that Goſpel ſo preached and 
made known to them by preaching, Mat. 16: 
16. And the Apoſtle ſuppoſeth it impoſſible 
for the generality of men'to believe, that have 

_ not heard of Chriſt in the way of preachin 
the Goſpel to them, - and concludes that choſe 
that do believe, are brought to it by bearing 
it preached 3 and that is not by way of imme- 
diate inward teaching of God's Spirit without 
the teaching by man, Rox. 1@- 14, 15, 16, 17: 
How ſhall they believe in him of whom they have 
#0t heard ? And how ſhall they hear without 
a Preacher? faith St. Paul; Yes, might it 
have been ſaid, by- immediate Revelation and 
inward teaching of God's Spirit, or the Light 
- within, if that had been the common way 
of bringing men to believe the Goſpel. But 
you ſee Paul knew of no ſuch way to propa- 
eate the Faith, after it was once fet on foor in 
an extraordinary way : If he had, he would 
not have put ſuch Queſtions, nor have made 
ſach a Concluſion as he doth in v. 17; So thes 
Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by = 

Wor 
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Word of God» And do. you know more and 
better than he did ? Re 

And for your ſelves, it is not to be.imagi- 
ned that ever you could have known that ever 
there was ſuch a one as Chriſt in the World, 
any more than the poor Indians or Pagans 
that never heard of him, had you not been 
beholding to the Scriptures, or Oral Traditi- 
on for it, as God's means, for all your great 
talk of your Light within you. 

It Chriſt Jeſus then doth not favingly en- 
lighten all thoſe who yet are ſavingly illumina- 
ted, neither by Natural Light, nor by Su- 
pernatural Revelation in an imedzate way 3 
then it follows, that ſuch are enlightened by 
Supernatural Revelation mediately or inftru- 
mentally by the Scriptures, and Miniſtration 
of men, unleſs there can be another way: of 
ſaving Illumination afligned, different from 
the three before mentioned, which none pre- 
tend to do, ſo far as I have heard. 

Theſe things are ſo plain and full of Evi- 
dence, and ſo eafie tobe underſiood, and in 
their Nature ſo apt to prevail with all ſuch as 
do not deny but that the Scriptures are true, 
that after you have conſidered them, I cannot 
but think you will be convinced by them, it 


Mthere be that love to Truth in you, which you 


Pretend to, that you have unawares all this 


While abuſcd that firſt Chapter of Fob», v- 9; 
| an 
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and abuſed your ſlves and the world;by a miſ- 
repreſentation of it z whereas. Chriſt is the 
Light of the world divers ways, and in ſeve- 
ral reſpe&s3 as, by his Spirit, by his Word, 
and by his Works, both Miraculous, and Ex- 
emplary 3 it rcannot but be very great weak- 
\ neſs or waywardnels in you, to limit his being 
ſ> to one of theſe only: | b. 

$ 14: Another Scripture which you alledge 
as favouring yout forefaid Opinion, is that 
Propheſie of Foel 2: 28, 29. Cited by St. Peter, 
in As 2.17. Behold the days come, faith the 
Lord, that I will powire ont my Spirit upon all 
Fleſh, and: your Sons and your Daughters ſhall 
propheſie, and your young men ſhall ſee Viſions, 
and your old men ſhall dream Dreams , and ou 
my Servants, and on my Handmaids I will ponre 
ont of my Spirit in thoſe days, and they ſhall 
. propheſic- | = 

ut that this Scripture alſo 15 impertinently 

alledged , to prove that in the days of the Go- 
ſpel every one 1s immediately dire&ed and mo- 
ved by the Spirit of God without outward 
teaching, in what they are to believe and do, 
will appear by two things: The one from the 
Nature of the thing here predi&ed : The 
other by the Application of this Prediction to 
the events | 

1. From the Nature of the Subjec&t-Matter 
of this Propheſics It is not that the —_— 

ou 
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ſhohld be poured out upon all fleſh, fo as to 
dire& every one what to believe and do with- 
out'outward teaching 3 but to qualifie perſons 
extraordinarily for outward teaching : it is to 
enable ther to propheſie 3 for that is twice men- 
tioned in the Prophetie fore-cited, as the end 
for which the Spirit ſhould be poured out up- 
on all fleſh. And propheſying is for the in- 
ſtruction of others 3 it is a means of convey- 
ing knowledge of the Divine Will from one 
man to another : He that propheſieth edifieth 
the Church, (aith St. Paul, 1 Cor. 14+ 4. This 
of Prophets, was a Second Order in the Evan- 
gclical Miniſtry : God bath ſet ſome in the 
Church, firſt Apoſtles , ſecondarily Prophets , 
1 Cor. 12. And although ſeeing Viſions, and 
dreaming Dreams be alſo mentioned as the cf- 
fe& of the pouring out of the Spirit 3 yet that 
refers but to the ſame thing, the qualifying of 
perſons to prophefie : For the Prophets of old 
did uſually receive the matcer of Propheſie by 
Dreams or Viſions, Nwumb.12. 6. If there be 2 
Prophet among you, 1 the Lord will make my 
Jelf known unto him in a Viſion, and will ſpeak 
unto bim in a Dream, Hol. 12. 10. And it 
was not unuſual for Prophets then to fore-tell 
Evangelical Events in an Old-Teſtament Dia- 
le&. - And when 'tis ſaid the Spirit ſhould be 
poured out upon all fleſh, it is not meant of 
all perſons in the world without __ 

D Or 


los eat OD 


Vet te REA RAG es 


(50) 

for it was never given unto all perſons to pro-ſ | 
phefie, taking all in ſo large a fence, but toſff 
perſons of all forts both for Sex and Age, Sous j 
and Daughters, old men-and young, yea Ser-f| , 
vants and Handmaids alſo, as they are parci-Mll ;| 
cularly expreſt in the Text : and theſe inot of f 
the Fews only, but on the Genriles allo, ff ; 
the Event ſhewsz which was new: to: the 
world. | 

2. The Application of this Prophefie to G 
the Event, plainly ſhews that the End forW(c 
which a Promiſe of this.pouring out of the tþ 
Spirit was made, was to enable ſome toteachMWf;. 
others. For the event of this Propheſie, inf he 
which it received its completion, was the pour th 
ing out of the Spirit in'extraordinary and 'mi- 
raculous gitts upon the Apolites and Diſciples 
on the-day of -Pentecoft, and for ſome time at 
ter. This appears by: St.: Peter's application 
of that Prophelie to this very Event, Ad. 216: 
This is that, faith he, which was ſpoken by! the 
Prophet Joel, 8&6; And that thoſe miraculousWne, 
Gifts were poured out on ſome to enable themWof 
to teachrothers, will appear in theſe two things, Wis 
not to inſtance in more: Firſt, the Gift df Th 
fpeaking divers Tongues, which was:one offff0] 


them,we8:to'enable them to declare the thingMfor 


of the" Goſpel to people . of all NationsWfHle 
Tongwes and Languages,. in thetrr own Mo-WGo 
ther-Toiigue- wherein 'they: were born; "_— 45 

thc 
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the uſe of this gift thoſe of every Nation un- 
der heaven then refident at Ferzſalem, ſaid, 
IWe do hear them ſpeak in our Tongues the wou- 
Bf derful works of God, AQts 2. 11; By this Gift 
"if the Apoſtles were prepared to preach the Go- 
ſpel to all Nations, to every Creature,as Chriſt 
afterwards commiſſioned them to do; 
Secondly, As by this Gift of Tongues they 
could and did propagate the Knowledge of the 
to Goſpel to them that never heard of tit before; 
tor ſo by this, as by other miraculous Gifts of 
the the Spirit, was Belief of the Goſpel procured 
ach from them to whom it was made known. For 
, i hereby they knew, or had reafon to believe, 
ur] that perſons thus qualified were ſent of:God, 
Wand the Do&rine they broqght was from God, 
Fobn 3. 2, We know that Hhod art'a Teacher come 
om God for no mancn to theſe Miracles that 
thou doft, except God be with him. In which 
'} reſpect, this and other mixaculous Gifts were 
called 'figns, and ftgns of what? but that the 
perſons fo-qualified, and their DoQrine were 
of God. 'Tongnes, ſaith St. Part, are for a 
fgn- to thoſe that believe not,” 1 Cor. T4. 22+ 
iW@They were teaching Signs, they taught thoſe 
obclievethe Goſpel, ade not believe be- 


ore.” Sjgns and Wofidtts dotie by the Apo- 
les 4” &thers, were thoſe things'by which 


[Godigaveiteftimonyto'the'Word'bf tys Grace, 
ponWas it is AG 14. 3. "The figns, iid! oor $4- 
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viour, ſhall followy thoſe that believe in my name 
in my name they ſhall caſt oug Devils, they ſhall 
ſpeak, with new Tongues, &c. Mark 16+ 17 th 
And in v, 20. They, the Apoſtles, went forth ſh 4; 
and preached every where , the Lord workin ax 
with them, and confirming the Word with Signlff G6 
following. . And Heb. 2. 4+ God alſo bearingſf| þc 
them witnels with Signs and Wonders, and dif 
vers Miracles and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt accord: 
ing to his own will. , Truly, ſaith St. Paul, the 4; 
Signs of an Apoſtle were wrought among you, fo 
in Signs aud Wonders, and mighty Deed: WC, 
2 Cor. 12. 12+ Theſe were teaching Signs bylſſl ;þ 
which- the Apoſtles were known to be Apo-lſ 
ftles;Meſſengers ſent by God, and their Worlſfl 4 
I Dogrn to, be the Meſſage which Golf ;þ 
ſent by them... Theſe miraculous powers fff ;, 
the Spirit, of God vitible in the Apoltles, andfff 
tho(e that received. thair;, Docrine, were that] (1, 
which procured ſuch, wonderful ſucceſs to the <,, 
preaching of theGolpel, notwithſtanding th: G, 
fierccſt oppolifion of Adverſaries.The very fil oil 
day in which-phe Goſpel {et out armed, and at |; 
tended with CERES brought .iu ofConſÞ T7 
vertsno [eſs than 3000;Souls:and fo went fortiſfſ p; 
conquering and to conquer from Fersſalem aud] 1, 
throughouc ah Tag Rovr Sawaris, and ti 
che uttermoſt parts of che Earch.Lwill not dare 
Gaich St.: Paul, toſpgak pf any of thale thing 
. which Chrilt hath gpt;wroughe by me to mak: 
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the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed (by 
the word preached, and the mighty deeds that 
did accompany it ) through mighty Signs 
and Wonders by the power of the Spirit of 
God 3 fo that from Feruſalem, and round a- 
bout to Tyricum , T1 have fully preached 


"| the Goſpel of Chriſt, Rom. 15. 18, 19. 


That which made the Goſpel the more cre- 
dible, as coming from God 3 and the more 
ſucceſsful in bringing in multitudes of new 
Converts, and in confirming and eſtabliſhing 
thoſe who were already converted , was in 
that the holy Spirit was ſhed abroad in thoſe 
Miraculous Gifts, not only upon the Apoſtles 
that preached that DoErine 3 but alſo upon 
thoſe that received it, and believed it after- 
wards, as well as on the day of Pentecoſt. And 
that the more credit might be thereby pro- 
cured to the Apoſtles in their Meſſage 'trom 
God to men, the holy Ghoſt in extraordinary 
vifts was given to the Diſciples after they be- 
lieved, by thelaying on of the Apoſtles hands. 
Thus at Samariz, the Believers converted by 
Philip, received the holy Ghoſt, not by the 
laying on of his hands, but of the hands of 
Peter and Fohn, Ads 8. 17. And that they re- 
ceived the holy Ghoſt in ſome viſible effects, ap- 
pears, in that it 1s ſaid that when Simon ſaw 
that through the laying on of the Apoliles 
hands, the Holy Ghoſt was given, he offered 
D 3 enum 
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them Money for the like power. What, to 
confer inward ſpiritual Grace? No3 that was 
not the thing which he ſaw or could ſee the 
Apoſtles do 3 nor is it probable that he defired 
it. Likewiſe thoſe Believers at Epheſus, when 
Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy 
Ghoſt came on them , and they ſpake with 
. tongues, and prophelied, As 19. 6. Thus it 
is ſaid of them, that after they believed, they 
were ſealed with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe, 
as the earneſt of the future Inheritance, and 
purchaſed poſſeſſion, they continuing in the 
belief and practice of that Goſpel chat came 
thus confirmed to them, Eph. 1. 13, 14+ At 
the very firſt indeed it ſhould ſeem the Holy 
Ghoſt fell on the Believers thus without laying 
on of the Apoſtles hands 3 as in As 2. & 10. 
44+ But afterwards we haye ſeen how it was. 
The Spirit in ſome extraordinary gifts was 
poured on ſome of the Prophets of old 3 but 
we never read that it was in ſuch fort 
poured out on them that believed their Pro- 
pheſic likewiſe, as now it was upon thoſe that 
received the Apoſtles Doctrine. And there- 
fore {uch a thing as this was foretold by the 
Prophets, as peculiar to the coming ' of the 
Meſias, and as that by which he might be 
known to be come when the eyent of ſuch Pre- 
dictions took place, even as it came to pals 
here. The Prediction, Faet 2: 28. was, that 

| in 
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in the 1,ft days the Spirit ſhould be poured ont 
upon all fleſh; in the /aft days, that is, in the 
laſt days of the Fewiſh State or Common- 
wealth (as may be evinced by the Context) 
in which Chriſt came, as was forctold by his 
Prophets 3 in which time alſo the Spirit was 
poured out in miraculous gifts and operations, 
as a teſtimony that the Meſizs was come. The 
Holy Spirit in the effets of it in theſe extra- 
ordinary gifts and operations, is called the 
teſtifying of Chriſt, or the witneſs which he 
bore touching his being the true Meſh and 
Saviour of 'the world, Fohn 15. 26, 27. But 
when he,the Comforter,is come -—-- even the 
Spirit of Truth —he ſhall zeſtifle of me; 
and ye alſo (Apoſtles) ſhall bear witneſs, be- 
cauſe ye ye have been with me from the begin- 
ning. And again, 1 Fohn 5. 6. This is he that 
came by water and blood —— and it is the 
Spirit that beareth wizeſs, becauſe the Spirit 
is truth. Fobn 16. 8. And when he (the Com- 
forter) is come, he will convince the world of 
fin, becanſe they believe not on me, faith Chriſt; 
of Righteouſneſs, becauſe I go to my Father, 
(was taken up into heaven) and of Judgment, 
becauſe the Prince of this world is judged : the 
Devil dethroned and catt down, as he was 
when the Mouths of his Oraclcs were ftop- 
ped, and the Idol-Temples ſhut up, and his 
Kingdom and Rule demoliſh £d by the preach- 
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ing of the Goſpel among the Heathen, accom: 
panied with theſe Miraculous Effe&s of the 
Spirit , which bore down all before it, as it 
were 3 and therefore this is called the Demon- 
ſtration of the Spirit and Power 3 as oppoſed 
to Humane Oratory among Heathen Philoſo- 
phers, and the way of Humane Demonlſtra- 
tion, I Cor. 2. 4+ This wonderful effuſion of 
the Spirit in miraculous Gifts, was that Bap- 
tiſm of the Spirit we read of, which you with 
ſome others, have in theſe days, vainly pre- 
tended to under another Notion , of being 
baptized with the Spirit. But if you will but 
compare Mat- 3- 11. and Atis 1. 5. with 4, 
2. 3, 4+ and 11- 15, 16. you may eaſily diſcern 
your Error in applying it to any thing but to 
thatextraordinary and miraculous effuſion of 
the Spirit. 

By all this you may ſee how one Scripture 
falls in with, and explains another, if you 
will but take hold of a right Notion of the 
end for which the plentiful effuſion of the Spi- 


rit was foretold and promifed. Which:was | 


not to guide all Chriſtians by its inward moti- 
ons Without outward teaching, but to enable 
fome to teach the right Faith and Life to 0- 
thers, even to thoſe of pther Tongues, in 
their own Languages and to confirm their 
Doctrine thereby, and by other operations of 
the Spirit to be from God. 

| And 
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| And theſe extraordidary cffeRs of the Spij- 


rit were greatly neceſſary to accompany the 


firſt gn and planting of the Goſpd 
in the world, to procure credit to it, belief of 
it from the Fews, who otherwiſe would not 
have been taken off from their old way of Le- 
vitical 6 Ceremonial worſhip, which they had 
received from God : and from the Gentile- 
Nations, who otherwiſe would not have been 
taken off from their Idolatrous and Superſti- 
tious way of Worſhip in which they had been 
deeply rooted by long and ancient Tradition, 
received from. their Forcfatherss And there- 
tore St. Paul faith, as was obſerved before, 
that Tongues, that is, the gifc of ſpeaking 
divers Tongues on a ſudden, are a ſign, not to 
them that believe, but to them that believe not 5 
I Cor. 14+ 22, As the giving of the Law by 
Moſes , was accompanied with Signs and 
Wonders which were wrought by Moſes, both 
before and after the firſt promulgation of it, 
to procure belief from the Fews, that he was 


| ſent of God, and that the Law given by him, 


was from God : Soit was as neceſſary that 
the firſt promulgation of the Goſpel by the 
Son of God himſelt, and by thoſe that were 
immediately ſent by him, ſhould be, for the 
ſame reaſon, accompanied with more and 
greater Miracles and Wonders , than thoſe 
wrought by Moſes were as Chriſt - himſelf 
was 
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was greater than Moſes 3 and as the abrogati- 
on of the Old, and the giving of the: New 
Law, was more than the giving of the Law 
only, when there was no promulgate Law 
before in being. And thercfoxe our Saviour 
iid of the Fews that would not receive his 
DoGdtrine, but ill tuck to the Letter of the 
Law of Moſes ; If Thad not done among them 
the works which none other man hath done, they 
bad not had fin, John 15. 24. And as «it was 
not neceflary.to continue thoſe or the like Mi- 
racles and Wonders in the Fewiſh Church, at- 
ter the Law had been wcll eſtabliſhed by them; 
but that the Law being once committed to 
writing, might be, as it was, their ſtanding 
Rule of Worſhip and Converſation : Even ſo 
after the Goſpel had received a ſuthcient atte- 
ſtation to be from God, by the continuance of 


thoſe miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt in. 


the Church for ſoine time, till the Doctrine 
and Hiſtory of the Goſpel were committed to 
writing, and. thole Writings owned as Au- 
thentick Records every where by the Church, 
in all known parts of the world; it was then 
no more neceſlary, as the event ſhews, to per- 
| petuate Mitacles in the Chriſtian Church, for 
the conhirmation of the Goſpel, than it was 
to perpetuate them in the Fewiſh, for the ra- 
tification of the Law 3 but that the Doctrine 
and Hittory of the Goſpel in Books of the 
New 
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New Teſtament,ſhould be of like uſe to Chri- 
ſitans, as the Law and Prophets in Books was 
to the Fews of old. 

The Prophets of old , who though they 
were extraordinarily inſpired, did all along, 
in their time, call the Fews to obedience to the 
written Law of Moſes, and to Repentance for 
tranſgrelling that. And when propheſying in 
this ſence, was to ceaſe from among them, 
for ſeveral Ages, God by Malachy, the laſt of 
thoſe Prophets, gave it in charge to that Peo- 
ple, to remember the written Law of Moſes, 
as that by which they were to govern them- 
ſelves» Remember, ſaith he, the Law of Mo- 


ſes my Servant, which I commanded him in Ho- 


 reb for all Iſrael, with the Statutes and Fudg- 


ments, Mal. 4. 4. 

And it was foretold by Moſes, concerning 
Chriſt, that a Prophet ſhould be raiſed up by 
God, like unto him, Det. 18. 15, 18. And 
although Chrift that Prophet'was #alike unto 
Moſes in many other things wherein our Lord 
excelled him, yet tie was truly like unto him 
in this, viz. in that he as Mediator, gave forth 
the Evangelical Law at his Appearance in the 
world, as that which was to be the ftanding 
Rule unto Chriſtians throughout the whole 
duration of the Kingdom of the Meſfas 3 as 
Moſes, whoalſo was a Mediator in that re- 
ſpc&, had delivercd a ſtanding Law to the 
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ews, by which they were to govern them- 

Ives throughout their Generations, and the 
Adminiſtration of the Moſazca! Covenant. 

By what hath been ſaid touching the plen- 
tiful effuſion of the Spirit upon the firſt ſet- 
ting out of the Goſpel into the world, you 
may ſee (if Prejudice do not blindfold you) 
that what was done in that kind, is fo far 
from giving any countenance to your Opinion 
of the Spirit's being given to teach men immec- 
diately by internal Illmination and Operation, 
without outward Miniſtry and Teaching,that 


It is an evident proof of the quite contra- 


xy, For the Spirit was thus given to the A- 
poſtles and others, that they might propagate 
the Chriſtian Faith in the world, being ena- 


bled thereby co make it known to them of 0- 


ther Languages, in their own Tongues, and 
to embolden them to run all hazards in (o do- 
ing (for they being filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 
fpake the Word of God with all boldneſs, 


Afﬀis 4.31.) And likewiſe to convince the 


World that Chriftand his Apoliles, and their 


Dodrine, were all from God. All which 
was done by Vocal Teaching, and Vilible 
Signs, not excluding the Inward Aſſiſtance of 
divineGrace: All which would have been nced- 
leſs, if God had choſen to teach men by the 
Light of Chritt within only, as you ſpeak. So 
that either your Enthuflaſtical Notion over- 

throws 
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throws God's Method of proceeding to teach 
mer the Chriſtian Religion, or clſe his Me- 
thod ovexthrows your Notion 3 for doubtleſs 
they are contrary one to another ; and whe- 
ther b be better to follow God or man, judge 
you |! 

$ 15. Another place miſunderſtood and 
mrlapplied by you, is, Fohn 16- 13. When the 
Spirit of Truth is come, be will guide you into 
all Truth. Which is not a Promiſe of ſend- 
Ing the Spirit to guide all Chriſtians by its inz- 
mediate motions3 but a Promiſe to his Apo- 
files, for they only were then preſent with 
Chriſt at the Paſſeover, juſi before his'Kppre- 
henfion and Suffering. .. | WONT 

And this, and other like Promiſes. of {end- 
ing the Spirit, were made to them, to encou- 
rage them the better to bear his departure 
trom them 3. giving them to know thereby , 
how they ſhould be enabled when he thould be 
taken from them, to carry on the great work 
of Apolileſhip, to which he had choſen them. 
And this he did, firſt by giving them to un- 
derſiand that this Spirit ſhould bring all things 
to their remembrance which he had ſpoken 
unto them while he was yet with theme 
2+ That this Spirit of his ſhould teach 
them all, things. in which Chriſt himſelt had 
not inſtructed them while he was with . then, 
inaſmuch as they were not then able to I 
| nems 
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them. 3. Thar: this Spirit (to wit, in his 
miraculous: Gifts ſhould concur with them 
in teſtifying, of Chriſt,. Fob 14. 26. But the 
Comferter, which is the Holy Ghoft, whom the 
Father will ſend inmy Name, be ſhall bring all 
things to your remembraiice whatſoever T have 
ſaid unto you. John 16. 12, 13+ Thave yet ma- 
wy things to ſay wnto you, but ye cannot ber 
them now : Homwbeit, when he, the Spirit of 
Tiuth is 'come, he will puide you 11to all Trath, 


-and be will ſhew you things to come. Chap. 14, 
- 26. He ſhall teachiyou all things. Chap. 15-26, 
27; But when the Comforter is 'come, whom [I 
' wifl feud: wnto you' from the Father, be ſhall 


teſtifie of me, and ye alſo ſhall bear witneſt,be- 


"exnſe' ye have beey with me from the beginning. 


ThiSagrees exa&tly withwhat he (aid again to 
thembtter he was-rifet, Ads 1.8. Ye frall re 
cerve power after that the Holy Ghoſt is come up- 


- on you, and ye ſhall be Witneſſes unto me, 8c. 
- ” Aridthat theſe Predictions and Promiſes of 
 Rnding the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoftles,the 
better ro qualifie'them for their greet Work, 
” #nd Office, began to'be made good to them in 
"thoſe extraordmary'Gifts which were-poured 
- ont 'o them on the' day of Peyxteeoft, and that 
' ChrifPs Prediftion'of thecoming|' of 'the'Holy 
+ Ghoſt did refer-to that, appears by what St. 
Peter ſaid in his-Sermon- upon that occation , 
*'ltjs 2+ 33, Therefore being by theright hand of 
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God exalted, and having received of the Father 
the promiſe of the, Holy Ghoſt, be bath ſhed fortb 
this which ye now ſee and bear, the Spirit in 
its ſenſible effects. Compare herewith 4Gs 
1-4, 5+ Wait for the pon 9 of the F aober,which, 
ſaith he,( Feſus.)which ye-have [heard of me 
ye ſhall he baptized with the Holy Ghoſt not ma- 
ay days hence.The giving of the Spirit :hus,was 
purpotely reſerved for the honour and evi- 
dence of Chriſt's Exaltation in Glory 3 but the 
Spirit to ſanifie, was given before : The Hd= 
ly Ghoft was not yet given, becauſe Jeſus was nat 
yet glorified, John 7+ 39» | | 
But the ſending pt the Holy Ghoſt to theſe 
ends, is greatly remote from the end you af- 
fign thereof, .as hath alſo been ſhewn before'; 
and which you may eaſily ſee by what hath 
been here reprefented to you, it the Light 
which was once in you, be not become. Dark- 
neſs. \. Your, applying Promiſes, as it made 
to all Chriſtians as Chriſtians, and to comman 
and ordinary caſes, which were made to the 
Apoſtles only,, or to them and ſome others in 


extraordinary calcs, -peculiar : to perſons ex- 


traordinarily qualified , and cxtraordinarily 


ſent, hath led you: and ſame others into ver) 


dangerous errors , that have made very ba 
work in the Church of. God, _ Ret 

F 16. Another. Scripture which you are 
wont frequently to produce in defence. of this 
| * Opinjoix 
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(64) 
Opinion of —— the Spirits inward 
Teaching without outward Teaching by man, 
is, 1 Fobn 2. 20. But ye have an Unttion from 
the Holy One, aid ye know all things. And a- 
gain, ver. 27. But the Anointing which ye bave 
received of him, abideth in you, and ye need 
not that any man teach you, but as the ſanie 
Anointing teacheth you of all things , and is 


Truth, and is no Lie and even as it hath taught 


you, ye ſhall abide in him. 

Whatever the tight ſence of this Scripture 
is, *tis certain your Notion of -the Holy Spi- 
rit's teaching men (that live under the Goſpel, 
as thoſe did to whom theſe words were writ- 
ten) whatever they ought to believe and do 
without any outward Teaching by Speech or 
Writing, cannot be the ſence of it 3 becauſe 
ſucha ſence of the place is inconſiſtent with 
what is manifeſtly proved in my Propoſitions 
before laid down 3 and becauſe it would ren- 
der the deſign of St. Fohx in this Epiſile and 
other Writings of his, needleſs, in which he 
labours to ſettle and firmly eftabliſh the Chri- 
ſtians in the Belief and Practice of- what they 
had heard, and by hearing had been taughc 
from the beginning, againſt all Temptations 
to Apoltacy from,. or Loofneſs in the Profeſli- 
on of Chriſtianity. But if we-conſider upon 
what occaſion theſe words are here brought 


in, and compare themalſo with what we find 
in 


| TOP 
in ſome other Scriptures,it will be no hard mat- 
ter to underſtand the Apdſiles ſcope in them. 
He had obſervedto'them in the 18.'v. that 
even then there were many Antichriſts. And-in 
ver. 19. that they , thoſe many Antichrifts , 
went out from them : And his ſcope in the reſt 
of the Chap. is to fortify and antidote them 
againſt the poyſonous pretenſions of choſe An- 
tichriſts, 'who as he deſcribes them in ver. 
22, did teny that Feſus was the Chriſt.' That 
this was here his ſcope and defign , appears by 
ver- 26.” where he faith; theſe things bave I 
written unto you concerning thoſe that ſeduce you. 
| Now the means he makes uſe of to preſerve 
them under this danger 3 'and to eftablith them, 
is by putting them in remembrance by what 
means they at the firſt came to be perſ[waded of 
the truth of that Doctrine, by which they were 
taught that Feſus is the Chriſt, and that was 
by pouring'/out the Holy-Qhoſt in viſible ct- 
fe&ts upon the Apoſiles that taught ic,and upon 
thoſe that believed it ,” and conſequently upon 
themſelves, by which the truth of it was abun- 
dantly confirmed to them 3s coming fromGod. 
- For that doubtle(s is meant by the anuointin 
here ſpoken of. Feſus Chriſt himſelt in eſpe 
of the Spirit of glory that appeared in him by 
his Doctrine and Miracles, was ſaid to be anoint- 
ed with the Holy Ghoſt and with power, Act, 10. 
38. . As it was foretold by Iſaiah the Prophet, 
E 


ſay- 


(66) 
ſaying, #be Spirit of. the Lord is upou me, becauſe 
he hath axointed me to-preach | the Gafpel to the 
Poor, 1a; GT, Ie Luke 4» 18..gnd [#) in like 
manner the pouring qut of the Holy Ghoſt in 
mixacalous gifts , both upon the Apoliles and 
believers for the confirmation of the. Noctrine 
the one. preached, and the other beheved, is 
el{ewhexe, called, their being anointed by God, 
3s here alſo it is called the Undtipn.of the holy 
ene;. which is the lame thing 2 Core 1. 21, 22, 
Nore be that eſt ablzſh?th us with you into Chriſt , 
and bath atginted us, is God > who bath alſo ſeal- 
ed us,- and given tbe earneſt of tbe Spirit in our 
hearts, By this it aPpears that. both Apoſtles 
and other believers were eſtabliſhed jnto Chriſt 
by. the anointing pf, God upon; them, which 
anointing was his pearing out of the. holy Spi- 
rit, © Ye have au nu#3on; from the Holy one , aud 
ye knaw” all things,” _Nat that by this 'WLlyQion 
che common Chriftiaps were immediately .in- 
{pired | with /the, knowledge of all truths, but 


that by it they were/afſureg of the truth of all 


things which the Apoſtles had taught them 3 
and conſequently -myti needs know thereby 
that Feſus was the Chriſt, becauſe thatiwas one 
of the-principal Dodtrines which they taught, 
aud taught all they did teach in thename of 
him as ſuch. As they. were induced a4the hylt 
to believe: the Dadtine to be from God, be- 


cauſe thcy perceived the anointing of God. # 
£> c 


(67) 
be upon them that preached it 3 ſo they were 
afterwards confirmed in the truth of it, becauſe 
upon their receiving of it , they themſelves al- 
ſa received of the ſame anointing. Ir is nct - 
{aid that this anointing did teach them all 
things , but that it did teach them | of } all 
things,that is;of, or concerning the truth of all 
things to which it was a witneſs or evidence asl 
have ſhewed it was to the Apoſtles DoGrine 
from Heb.2. 4» 5-MAar. 16.20.and other places. 

When then'this Apoſile (ays ye have an Un- 
ion from. the holy one , and ye know all 
things 3 he did not intend thereby to tell them 
that all things they were to beleive and do, 
were revealed to them by it, but that the Do- 
drine by which they were taught all things 
neceſlary to their ſalvation , was thereby atte- 
fted to be from God , appears evident]y by that 
which he perſwades them to by it in v. 24. and 


. that 'was that the Doctrine which they had 


heard from the beginning ,, might therefore be 


| xctained and held faſt by them ' that had been ſo 


ratihed and confirmed to them by the Unction 
they had from the Holy one. Let that therefore 
abide in you which you bave beard from the be- 
giuning : if that which ye have heard from the be- 


ginning ſhall remain ix you, ye alſo ſhall continue 


ini the Son and in the Father. Agreeable to 


what he ſays alfo in his ſecond: Epiſtle verſe 9. 
He that abideth in the DoArine f Chriſt , - 
E 2 bath 


_ 


bath both the Father and the Son. And therefore 
when he ſays again, ye weed not that any man 
teach you, bat as the fame anointing teacheth you 
of all things and istruth, and is no lies he 
doth not thereby mean that they needed no 
farther teaching by man for their eſtabliſhment 
and building up/in the Faith : for ifhe had, he 
had contradicted himſelf in what he was now 
doing, in this Chap. and all along in this Epiſtle. 
And therefore hjs meaning mult. be, that they 
needed not from him or any other man,” any 
reaching that could,or could reaſonably pretend 
to give them greater aſſurance of any thing, 
than that anointing gave them of Feſ«s his 
being the-Chrift, and of the truth of that Do- 
&rine which they had heard from the begin- 
ning: for that anointing ſaith he, is truth and 
15-no lie , bat ſuch as could not deceive them, 
it being God?s| witneſs from Heaven. And 
from thence concludes , ſaying, © that as It hath 


taught you ,: ye ſhell abide in him. As if he 
ſhould bave faid :: as this anoinring did at the i 


tuft prevail with you. to receive Feſws as the 
true Meffias.3: 1b for the ſame cauſe I am conti- 
you-will ( as. yowhave the greateſt reaſon) fill 
abide.in him ; notwithſtanding all pretences of 
Seducers to take you off... - 

\ This then being the ſcope and drift of: the 
Apoſile in this place,to which the ſeveral ex- 


pre:t1ons here'uſed are accommodated , and hy 
which 
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which they are to be interpreted and under- 
ſtood, how I pray you will you find your opj- 
nion here,of the Spirits inward teaching of all 
things without any outward teaching ? You 
are wont to ſay that the Scriptures are not to 
be underſtood but by the ſame Spirit that gave 
them forth. And the Spirit doubtleſs is not 
wanting to aſſiſt the ſincere endeavours of men 
in ſearching after the ſence of the Scrip- 
tures 1n order to practice, Bur truly it wc 
ſhould judge of mens having the Spirit by thejr 
underſtanding the Scriptures, I think there 
wauld be as little reaſon co thiuk you have the 
Spirit, as any fort of men thar have read the 
Scriptures , for doubtlc(s there are ſcarce any 
fort-of men ifanyat all, that do more groſly 
miſunderſtand and miſapply , and fo abule the 
Scriptures, than you do, and that under the 
greatelt confidence too of bcing guided in your 
ſence and notions of them by the Spirit of 
God. You take the ſound of words 1n Scrip- 
ture, which, as you fancy, comport with your 
notions and opinions;, and then apply them to 
your purpoſe , and then are conhdent the Ho- 
ly Spirit hath guided you therein. When-as 
alas you do not underſtand the intent or defign 
of the Writer in the places where ſuch expre- 


ſlons are , no nor, as is tobe feared, do you 


make it your buſineſs to underſtand it,but think 
your buhnels is rather to fit ill and to expect 


4 the 
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the immediate teachings, of the Spirit, and then 


conclude your conceptions which firſt offer 


themſelves to you , to be his teachings. And- 


on the other hand conclude all rational oppoſi- 
tion that is made againſt you by ſuch as have 
taken pains to conſider the ſcope and coherence 
of Scripture, to be the iſſues of flefhly wiſdom 
and carnal reaſon, So-that I know not which 
15 more to be pitied , your ignorance or your 
confidence : but certain it is that you are to 
be pittied for both. 

It 1s obſervable that when Solomon (a man 
wiſer in his generation than any of you arc 1n 
yours) had a promife from God of _ made 
wiſe above all that were before him, did not 
therefore think himſelf nnconcerned in labour 
and diligent ſearch to attain it, but ſaid, I gave 
my heart to ſeek and ſearch out by wiſdome concer- 
ning all things that are dane under beaven : this 
fore travel, ſaith he , hath God given to the Sons 
of men to be exerciſed therewith , Ecclel. I. 13, 
And as he faith the blefling of the Lord maketh 
rich,in one place 3 ſo he ſaith the diligent hand 
maketh rich, in another, from which may fair- 
ly be colle&ed , that the blefling of God in the 
diligent uſe of due means , 1s the way to pro- 
ſper in the world. And it 1sas true in the 


courſe of attaining to ſpiritual riches in. 


underſtanding and grace, as it is in temporals. 
And therefore he ſaith again in reference to 
| that : 
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that : if thon cryeſt after knowledge and lifteſt up 
thy voice for anderſlanding : if thou ſeekeft ber as 
filver, and ſearcheſt for bet as for hid Treaſures : 
then ſhalt thou underftantl the fear of the Lord aud 
find the knowledge of God , for the Lord gaveth 
wiſdome * out of bis mouth proceedeth knowledge 
and underftanding + that is he gives ſuch wilſ- 
dome unto ' men uſually upon thoſe terms fore- 
mentioned, Prov. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 $6 2 
But your rare notions, Hke FacobsVeniſon,are 
uſually too ſoon&too eafily come by tobe right. 
$. 17. But becauſe T would not be too te- 
dious, I ſhalt, I think in reference to the buſi- 
neſs in hand , confider but one or two places 
of Scripture more , at which you ftumblez un- 
leſs others fall in upon occaſion of diſcuſſing 
thoſe. And one of them 1s, Rom. $8. 14. As 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 
Sons of Ged. And you ſuppoſe this comports 
with your wild notion of mens being guided by 
the internal teachings of the Spirit , without 
outward teaching» But why I pray you with- 
out outward teaching ? Do you not know that 
the whole Goſpel preached by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, and afterwards written , is the Tſſue 
or prodact of the Spirit ? Is not all the Holy 
$cripture given by inſpiration of God ? Did not 
the holy men of old (the Prophets) ſpeak and 
write as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt? and 
do not you your ſelves ſay that the Scriptures 
E. 4 cannot 


(97) * 
cannot be underſtood but by the ſame Spirit that 
gave them_forth ?. by which you ſuppoſe and 
grant that they were given forth by the Spirit. 
And for what end did theHoly Spiric inſpire the 
Apoſtles frſt to preach , andafter that to write 


the Holy Dottrine of the Goſpel , but to teach | 


men thereby what to beleive and how to live 
that they might he ſaved ? And if fo, are not 
all thoſe who are led and guided by this Goſpel 
which. 15. the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, led 
by the Spirit of God 2 

There's no doubt but that the Spirit by its 
inward operations upon the minds of men doth 
concur with that teaching of his which is from 
without by the Scriptures , and by men from 
the Scriptures. But methinks it's wonderful! 
I mean wonderfully abſurd that you ſhould di- 
vide the Spirits teaching and leading , and op- 
pole his inward to his outward teaching, 
Whereas the Lord hath declared expreſly that 
his word outwardly, .and Spirit ſhall be ſo con- 
joyned in carrying on his deſign of. grace to- 
wards the world under the Goſpel, as that they 
ſhall never be ſeparated, Iſa, 59. 21. As for me 
this iS my Covenant with them ſaith the Lord; my 
Spirit that 3s upon thee aud my words which I 
have put in thy moxth , ſhall not depart out of 


thy mouth,nor out of the mouth of thy Seed , 


nor out of the of mouth thySceds Seed,(aith the 
Lord,from hence forth and for ever,(Prov. 123.) 
By 
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By which and by other Scriptures , I know aſ- 
ſaredly that whatever inward teaching by the 
Spirit you pretend to, yet the Holy Spirit ne- 
ver taught you to believe or to ſay that the Spi- 
rits inward teaching only,without any outward 
teaching by the Scriptures or by men, is the 
rule of Faith and Practice, whatever other Spi- 
rit it 15 that taught it you , the which it con. 
ccrns you more than me ro examine. For the 
Spirit having ſaid thus much by this holy man 
of God in this Place ( for he as all other Pro- 
phets ſpake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt) I am ſure he hath ſaid nothing to the 
contrary in any other; for the word that pro- 
ceeds from the Spirit of truth, 7s xot yea and 
HAaVYs 
"When St. Panl (aid, Gal. 5.18. if ye are 
led by the Spiret ye are not under the Law ; he 
did not mean,if they were led by the inward 
guidance of the Spirit without the outward 
conduct of the Goſpel, but under the word 
Spirit here, he oppoſcth the Goſpel to the Law. 
And his meaning was, that if they gave up 
themſelves to the condu& of the Spirit by the 
Goſpel , they ſhould :not need ro make conſci- 
ence ſtill of the Ceremonies of Moſesr's Law,as 
Circumcihon or the like, as ſome among them 
did, from which he had been dehorttng them 
in the begining of this Chapter, 


This 


g 
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This Goſpel is called the Law of the Spiri: f 


Life in Chriſt Feſus, which frees thoſe that walk 
after it, and not after the Fleſh , from the Law 
of Sin and Death, Rom. $. 1,2. , And where 
this Goſpel 1s received into the heart fo as that 
it is predominant) there , there Chriſt dwells 
and the Spirit dwells by that word of the Go- 
ſpel. And thus Chrift «5 in men the hope of Glo- 
ry : and thus Chriſt dwells in the heart by Faith, 
by Faith in his word :-and thoſe live and walk 
in the Light, that live and walk according to 
this word : and thus they abide in Chriſt ,- that 
have his word abiding in them : and thoſe that 
abide in the Dodrine of Chriſt , have both the 
Father aud the Son: and they are ſpiritually mind- 
ed, whoſe minds are powerfully influenced by 
the Goſpel : and they refiſ# the Holy Ghoſt, 
who reſiſt that word which hath been declared 
by motion and inſpiration from him : So in- 
{eparable are the Word and Spirit in the con- 
duc of Chriſtians to happineſs. 

St. Paul exhorted the Epheſians to be filled 
with the Spirit. in order to their ſpeaking to 
themſelves in Plalms , and Hymnes and Spiri- 
tual Songs, Eph. 5. 18, 19. and the Coloſſians 
that they would let the word of Chriſt dwell in 
them richly , 1n order to the ſame end, Col. 3. 
16. From both which paſſages compared it 
appears, that the Word of Chriit which is the 
Goſpel, and the Spirit, do concur and co- ope- 
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1; (rate in producing the ſame Spiritual effects in 

men ; Yea, it ſeems they are ſo unanimous in 

their operation in reference hereto, that when 

but one is named , the other is to be under- 

Ik ſtood 3 orelſe that the variation of expreſſion , 
is but another word for the ſame thing. 

Theſe things being fo plain throughout the 
current of the Scriptures 3 your bold and con- 
hdent affertion to the contrary , diſcovers your 
very great unskilfulneſs in the nature of the 
Evangelical Diſpenfation , and your utter in- 
ſuficiency and unfitneſs to take upon you to 
teach others , and that you need rather your 
ſelves to be taught the firſt principles of the 
Dodtrine of Chrilt. 

TH 6. 18. Heb. $. 10, 11. is another place 
a which you would con{train to ſerve your turn , 
and to make it evident that under the New Co- 
venant , God himſelf doth ſo inwardly teach 
men and write his Laws in their hearts, that 
they need no outward teaching what to believe 
or do, by any othzr means: becauſe it is there 
ſaid, I will put or give my Laws into their minds 
and write them in their hearts : and they ſhall 
mt teach every man his Neighbour, and every man 
bis Brother, ſaying , know the Lord > for all 
ſhall know me from the leaſt to the greateſt. Bur 
when you can but obtain of your ſelves eri- 
ouſly and impartially to conſider for what end 
God hath ſet in his Church fart Apoltles , _ 
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then Paſtors and Teachers , if not to teach men 
what to know , believe and do that they may 
be ſaved I doubt not but you will then find 
it neceſſary to underſtand this place of Scrip- 
ture ſo as that it may not run counter to, and 
coutradid the whole current of Scripture, elſe. 


where 3 as,it will if your ſence of it take place, 
aSI havealready ſhewed at large. And there. 
fore ſeeing your ſence of it cannot ſtand unleſs 
the general teſtimony of theScriptures fall;ano- 
ther {ence of it muſt of neceſſity be accepted 
of. 

Theſe words then as noting the diffe 
rence of the ſecond Covenant from the firl}, 
are a form of ſpeech to ſet forth after 1 

rhetorical way, how plainly and cafily to 
be underſtood, the mind of God touching 
the Salvation of men, ſhall be revealed and 
made known under the Goſpel, in compariſon 
of what it was before» Before and under the 
old Covenant it was but obſcurely mad: 


known by dark Propheſies, ( which are there} 


fore ſaid to be a light ſhining in a dark, plact, 
2, Pet. 1. 19. ) and under types and figure 
and literal repreſentations, ſo that the Chil 


dren of Iſrael could not ſee to the end of tho 


things which are now aboliſhed : they could 
rarely and not without much difficulty and 
uncertainty,if at a)l, underſtand the end or de 
ſign of them, or what was fignihed by them, 


til 
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till the Goſpel came and revealed them. And 
Ul therefore St. Paul faith, before Faith came, we 
VE were kept under the Law, ſpurt up unto the 
dEFaith, which ſhould afterwards be revealed, Gal. 
PR3. 23- So that by all the teaching they had 
id though there were Precept upon Precept, Pre- 
JN cept upon Precept, Line upon Line, Line up- 
oF on Line, ' here alittle and therea little, as the 
Prophet ſpeaks, yet they had and could have 
bat a dim and very imperfect fight and know- 
ledge of what is now revealed in the Goſpel. 
And therefore its ſaid of the Prophets them- 
ſelves , who having their predictions by im- 
"© mediate revelation. from God ,, were like to 
know more in this kind than any other in 
thofe-times, yet its ſatd of them that when they 
Propheilicd of the Grace that ſhould come to 
them that are under. the Coſpel, though they 
enquired. diligently what as well as what manner 
of time the Spirit. of Chriſt which was in them 
"N 4id fignifie, when 24 teſtified before hand the ſuf- 
"Y jerings of Chriſt and the glory that ſhould follow, 
"Wyctl fay*cis ſaid of them, that not unto them- 
ſelves but unto us they did Miniſter the things 
| hich are reported by them that have preached the 
Ml Goſpel, with the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from hea- 
vex, 1+ Pete. 1..10, 11, 12+ In this reſpec 1t 
wasſaid, though none of the Prophets were 
© greater than Foby the Baptit, yet the leaſt 
| n 
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in the Kingdom of God is greater than' he, 
This was their Caſe then. 

But now by the Goſpel the way of Salva 
tion by Chriſt,and the terms and conditionsups 
on which itis promiſed, are {o nakedly,plainly 
and clearly revealed, and fitted to meris under- 


ſtandivgs and capacities, that ſo much as is 
. neceſſary to Salvation , may very eaſily be un- 


derſtood by perſons of very ordinary and com: 
mon capacities, and without much teaching) as 
appears by thoſe that were converted and bap- 
tized (as the Jaylor and his Houſhold, and the 
three thouſand in A&s 2. ) with little teaching 
Upon account of which clear revelation, it 
{aid, we all with open face behold as in a Glals 
the Glory of the Lord :. the Glory cf bk Wil- 
dome, Goodneſs, Grace and Mercy, 1 in the way 
of Salvation now exhibited in the Goſpel, 2. 
Cor. 3» 18. | Upon accaunt of. this Iifeorncy it 
is 1 conceive that St. Fohn faith, the darkneſs it 
oY and #he ere Light now ſhineth, 1 Joh. 
. 8. 


Beſides, the Laws and terms of the New 
Covenant, arc not only fitted to the under- 
ſtandings and capacities of all forts of perſons 
by thc plainneſs of the Revclacton of -thems 


but arc ſuch alſo in the very nature of themasF'© 


that they commend themſelves to every mans 


d 
n 


acceptation and choice , and- are every whit as = 


worthy to be embraced by their wills, as the) 
arc 
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are cake tp be underſtood by the reaſon of their 
mtnds, 

va | © great part of the Laws of the Old Cove- 
up- || 1ant which were but figujative of the terms of 
nly | *'©< New, had little or nothing in them to com- 
ler- m<nd, themſelves to mens acceptation and 
s is} choice, {o long as thejr Symbolical nature was 
un» 29t underſtood, fave what the authority of 
n-| 69d in commanding them gave them. Cir- 
_— cyrncifion 4: Sacrificing , legal waſhings, and 

,2p-I| Puriications and the like, were in St. Paxls ac- 

cheſſ| count but veggarly Elements when the com- 

ng; mand of God for the.obſervation of them, was 

- itz} taken of; And not only fo, but they were a 


a6 Yoke ,, which as St. Perer faid, neither we nor 
vi ur Fathers were able to bear 3 a Yoke of Bon- 
way $ege as, St. Payl calls them, Whereas moſt of 
the Precepts of the Goſpel , the things.com- 
ei Panded: there , are defirable in theticfves. it 
(; if fy had not been commanded by a promulgate 
Flaw: To love and worſhip God 3 to repent of 
that which hath been ill done, to be ſober.chatt, 
240d teryperate :. to do to others as we would be 
ler-(done tg gur ſelves jn point of equity , fidelity 
Hnsjand charicy : to be humble and meek, patient 
cn;Jand contented , and the like, are things that 
n ascnd.to the peace and ſatisfaction of the minde, 
ansto the health of che. body and long lite, to a 
 25Jmans Credit,Reputation, and thriving in the 
heyWorld 5 and to the good of humane Society 3 


beſides 


alc 
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State. And there is no man that as accord- 
ing to the beſt reaſon of his minde, -but would 
chuſe theſe things though you ſhould ſuppoſe 
him under no expreſs command to do it, and 
though there were no Heaven promiſed or Hell 
threatened. Put wheh you conſider che great 
reward in another World that 15 protniſed to a 


to a bclicf in him and the dreadful threat- 
nings agaiuft ſuch as deſpiſe and negle& them, 
it makes them yet far more defirable and eligi- 
ble ; becauſe as itis natural for every man to 
defire the happineſs and perfe&ion of his own 
being,ſo it is agreeable to the higheſt reafon in 
man to chuſe the mcans that tend thereto, *and 
ſuch.is our obedience to the Golpel. *And theſe 
rewards which are ſuch mighty motives to 0- 
bedience, are far more clearly revealed. and 
brought into open Light by the Goſpel , than 
they were before 3 which- makes the. Golpel 
far more effeEtual to perſwade to Holy Living, 
than the Law could be. _ The Law made 0: 
thing perfeft , but the bringing in of a better hope 
did.by which we draw nigh unto God, Heb.7.19. 
Theſe two things forcmentioned then ; the 
eaſineſs of underſtanding God's way and method 
ot Salvation from the plainneſs and fuJuefs of 
the revelation of it under the New Covenant, 
by which it is litted to'every capacity; and the 
| z4nate 


beſides their certain relation to a future happy 


faithful obſervance of the Laws of Chritt and 


(1) 
innate goodneſs of the Laws thereof, in conjun- 
ion with the promiſe of eternal Life made to 
the obſervance of them , by which they are al- 
ſo compleatly titted to attract and draw mens 
wills to accept., embrace and chuſe them; theſe 
I fay are the things I conceive foretold in that 
Prophelie, Fer. 31. here cited in Heb. $8. un- 
der thoſe expreſſions of God's putting,giving or 
conveying his Laws into the mind and writing 
them in the heart, ſo that they ſhall not teach 
every man his Neigbour, and every man his 
Brother, &c. And when it is ſo ſaid, it is not 
then ſaid that they ſhall not be taught neither 
by Apoſtles , Evangelifts, Paſtors, or Tea- 
chers 3 but they ſhall not teach every man his. 

Neighbour and every man his Brother. And 
though the Phraſe here 'uſ{ed feem abſolute in 
ſound,yet it may well be'underſtood in a Com- 
parative fence, as other expeſſions in Scripture 
of like nature ſometimes muſt be. As when 
its ſaid Iabowr not for the meat that periſheth, but 
for that meat which endureth to everlaſting Life, 
Joh. 6. 26. The meaning here of 'abour not; 
is labour not ſo much. And ſo again 3 I deſi- 
red Mercy and not Sacrifice, Hol. 6+ 6.the mean- 
ing is, I detired Mercy more than Sacrifice, or 
Sacrifice not ſo much as Mercy. So again Eph. 
6.12. we wreſtle not with fleſh and blood , that 
is, not only or not ſo much , but againſt Prin- 
cipalities , &c- And ſo here, when it is ſaid 
F they 
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they ſhall not 5teach every man his Neighbour, 
&c. The meaning may be that they ſhall not 
ſo much need to do it under the ſecond Cove- 
nant as under the firſt. But indeed the words 
and phraſe here uſed,ſeem to be a ſirain of ele- 
gance oft uſed in Scriptures, when to fet forth 
the greatneſs or great abundance and plenty of 
things , expreſſions are uſed improperly and 
hyperbolically in reference thereto , and ſo are 
not tobe underſtood properly, but figuratively. 
As when it is (aid in reference to the ſame 
thing under the Goſpel with that I have been 
now ſpeaking of , That the Earth ſhall be filled 
with the knowledge of the Lord 8s the waters co- 
ver the Sea, Iſa. 11+ 9. I ſuppoſe you willnot 
underſtand this in luch a ſtri& ſence as if it 
forctold in Goſpel-times , that there ſhould be 
no more knowledge of: God wanting on the 
Earth, than there 1s bare;ground in the Sea : 
or that David would have the World believe 
that he did weep a River, yea Rivers full of 
Fears, when he f{aid,mize eyes run down with 
Rivers of Tears, becauſe men keep not thy Laws , 
Pſalm r19. or that St. Fobn did think 10 a ſtrict 
{ſence that the world could not contain the 
books, if all the figns which Feſas did, ſhould 
be written, Joh. 20. And'if not , why ſhould 
you ſo much as once imagine that theſe words 
of the Prophet ſhould foretel, that under the 


New Covenant there ſhould be no need of 
teaching 


_ 
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teaching by mans Miniſtry, when the whole 
current of the Scriptures of the New Telta- 
ment both in precept and example, ſhew the 
contrary ? The words of the Prophet here,are 
only a predicion of the rich and plentiful 
means of Kuowledge and Grace that was 
to be vouchſafed under the New Covenant 
more than under the Old. 

$. 19. One would think you have an aking, 
Tooth againſt outward teaching , when you 
build ſuch Caſtles in the Air as ye do rather 
than none, to barter it down. But how comes 
ic to paſs that you uſe it {0 muck your ſelves, 
it there be no more need of it than you pre- 
tend ? I know that which you alledge to cx- 
cuſe your ſelves in this ſeeming contradiction, 
is this , or to this effect. You fay though men 
need not be taught by men what it is which 
they ought to know , believe and do, the light 
within teaching them this , and being a Rule 
to them in theſc{things : yet in as much as men 
may and do rebel againſt this light, its neceſſa- 
ry to call upon and perſwade them to obey 
it. 

But in this Plea you ſuppoſe for truth that 
which is a manifeſt, groſs, and moſt dange- 
rous and pernicious error, which is this : That 
it is not as well neceſſary to teach men by the 
Scriptures and by the Miaiftry of men, to know 
& believe what is neceſſary to their ſalyation,as 
7 1 ie 
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it is to perſwade them to do what is neceſſary 
thereto. For contrary hereunto I have already 
provcd , that for men that live under the Go- 
ipcl, its neccflary to their Salvation that they 
know and bclieve that Feſzs is the Chriſt the 
Son of God , and Saviour of the World, and 
that remiſſion of tin is promiſed in his name to 
ſuch as repent I have proved likewiſe that 
theſe things cannot be known , but either by 
Immediate revelation from God, or by inftruy- 
Ction from them that have had ſuchRevelation, 
or by them whoſe knowledge thercot hath been 
derived down ſucceſfively by outward teaching 
from the firlt preachers of ſuch Doctrine. Tov 
which I will now add as follows. 

In the Apotliles days the Converts that werc 
then made fuch , were brought to the know- 
Jedge and belict of thoſe great Articles of the 
Chriftian Fatth , fundameutally neceſſary to 
Salvation , by hearing the Word taughc and 
the S-ripturcs opened» This appears all along 
the Adts of the Apoſtles: In Chap. 2. when 
Peter had ſaid ver. 36: Let all the Houſe of 1j- 
ral b11p aſſuredly , that God hath made that 


ſane Jelus whom ye crucified, both Lord and 


Chriit : and had farther ſaid unto them ver. 38. 
Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
| Name of FTeſus Chriſt for the remiſſion of ſins : 
then its faid ver. 41. then they that gladly re- 


ceived bis Word were baptized. And Chap.s. 12. 


But 
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But when they believed Philip , Preaching the 
things concerning the Kingdom of God and the 
Nume of Jeſus Chriſt , they were baptized. And 
Chap. 11, 13, 14. Send men to Joppa; and call 
for Simon whoſe ſirname ts Peter 5 who ſhall tell 
thee words , whereby thou and all thy houſe 
ſhall be ſaved. Again Chap. 16. 31, 37, 34- 
They (aid, bclieve on the Lord Feſzs Chrijt and 
thou thalt be (aved and thy houſe: And they 
ſpake unto him the Word of the Lord, and to 
all that were in his houſe : and he rejoyced be- 
lieving in God with all his Houſe. And Chap. 17. 
2,3, 4. And Pazxl,as his manner was, went in 
unto them, and three Sabbath days reaſoned 
with them out of the Scriptures, opening and 
alledging that Chritt muſt needs have ſuttered 
and riſcn trom the dead : and that this Feſws 
whom 1 preach unto you is Chriſt. Ad ſome 
of them believed , ver. 11, 12. They reccived 
the Word with all readinels of mind and 
ſearched the Scriptures daily whether thoſe 
things were lo, therefore many believed, Again 
Chap. 18. 8. And many of the Corinthian, bear: 
ing, believed and were baptized, ver. 23. and 
he mightily convinced the Fews , and chat pub- 
lickly , thewing by the Scriptures that Feſus 
was Chrift. And Chap. 26. 17, 18, To whom 
now I ſend thee to open their eyes, and to turi 
them - from darkneſs to light. Alto Chap. 28. 
23,24, To whom he expoxnded and teltihed 

| F 3 the 
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the Kingdom of God , | perſwading them con- 
cerning Feſus, both out of the Law of Moſes 
and out of the Prophets, from morning till 
evening -: aud ſome believed the things which 
were ſpoken. By all theſe inſtances you ſee or 
may ſce in what way and by what means God 
brought men to know Chriſt , and to believe 
in him in the Apoſtles days under the higheſt 
Diſpenſation of Gofpel-light as ever ſhined up- 
on the World. The Apoſtles Commiſſion was 
to go and teach all Nations, baptizing them 
in the Name of the Father,and of the Son.,and 
of the Holy Ghoſt : teaching them to obſerve 
all things whatſoever he had commanded 
them, Mat- 28. They in purſuance of this", 
firſt taught the People to know and believe that 
Feſus was the Chriſt, and that remiſſion of fins 
was granted in his Name to ſuch as believed, 
repented,and were-baptized : and then they at: 
terwards inſtructed them in the particular du- 
ties of Holy living, 

Nothing can be plainer than that this was 
the way and method which God pitcht upon , 
and uſed in the Apoſtles days,to bring men to 
the knowledge and belief of what was nece(- 
ſary to their Salvation. And how you will ſa- 
tisfic the World or your ſelves either, that God 
a few years ago not heard of till then , hath 
altered his method , and that now he reveals 
theſe things to men without any ſuch _— 
by 
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by the Scriptures and Miniſtry of men ,: as in 
thoſe times he conſtantly uſed to do , I know 
not , nor as I believe you neither. 

But I pray you give an honeſt account to 
ſuch as are unfatisfied , for what reaſon it is 
that you are ſo zealous againſt teaching by 
men , when you have but ſuch thin pretences 
to ſupport your ſelves in ſo doing. Sup- 
pofe your error were the truth , and that God 
did by a light created in every man, fufhciencly 
teach them what they ought to believe and do : 
pray you what hurt would accrue to men by 
having the ſame things imparted to them by 
men from without , which they know and be- 
lieve already by a light within. When St. Pe- 
ter had occaſion to write to thofe that were al- 
ready enlightened within (though not in your 
pretended way) he ſaid unto them, I will not 
be negligent to put you always in remembrance 
of theſe things, though ye know them and be 
eſtabliſhed in the preſent truth, 2 Pez. 1, 12. 
And St. Fohn in his 1. Epiſt. 2. 21. I have 
not written unto youy becauſe ye know not che 
truth,but becauſe you know it, and that no lie 
is of the truth. And do not you your ſelves 
grant that the Light within you witneſſcth to 
that which is in the Scriptures, and that the 
Scriptures are as a Coppie of it ? Why then 
are you ſo angry with them that teach the peo- 
ple from the Scriptures , thoſe truths which 
F 4 you 
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_ You fay the light within you witneſfleth to? 
I would ye Gil not give too much occaſion 
hereby to ſuſpect your integrity , when you 
- make ſuch ſad, out-cryes againſt the publick 
Miniſtry, one as well as another without d1- 
ſtinQion, as you are wont to do 3 when-as 
you cannot but know, if you know at all what 
they preach, that they teach the ſame Doctrine 
in the main to the people , which the Apollles 
taught , and which is declared in the Scrip- 
tures, and ſo the ſame which you ſay the Light 
within you witnefſeth to: And alſo that they 
teach the Pcopel , that it is not the hearing of 
this Doctrine preached to them, no uor yet 
the knowledge of it neither , will avail them 
to their Salvation , without receiving it into 
their hearts , or without fuch a beliet of it as 
1ſſues it {elf in a frame of Spirit and tenour of 
Life and converſation , as 1s ſuitable to it. 
And if you know uot this, and yet ſpeak evil 
of them for their preaching, as ſarmiſing 
worſe; you then make your ſelves of the num- 
ber of thoſe ill men which Peter and Fude de- 
{cribe, who ſpake evil of the things they know 1t, 
2. Pet. 2-12. Jude 30, 

Beſides you apparently diſcover a very ill 
mind while you ſeek to make them odious to 
the people by that which doth not at all make 
them ſo, ſave only in the opinion of thoſe 
whoſe minds are corrupted with prejudice 
| againſt 
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againſt all teachers of Holy things as ſuch, or 
with Covetouſneſs,or Intereſt of a party ;' and 
that 1s their taking mony of the people where- 
with to ſupport themſelves and Families in 
ſerving them in the dear concernments of their 
{ruls : And therefore you ſtile them hirelings , 
{uch as preach for hire, and make a trade of 
it, and ſo make merchaadire of mens ſouls. 
Not confidering that in doing thus you re- 
proach the wildome of our Lord who hath 
ordained that thoſe that preach the Goſpel, ſhould 
live of the Goſpel, 1. Cor. 9. 14. and hath faid 
in reference hereto , that the Labourer is wor - 
thy of bis hire, Luke 10. 7. and that ſuch as 
labour in the Word and Doctrine are wor- 
thy of double honour, 1. Tim. 5. 17. that 
thoſe that are taught in the Word, ſhould com- 
municate to him that teacheth in all good 
things, Gal. 6. 6. And St. Pan] (41d of him- 


| ſelf that he robbed other Churches taking wa- 


ges , that he might ſerve the Church of Corinth 
without charge 3 which he did only to take 
occaſion from the talle Apoſtles, who fonght 
occaſion to blaſt the reputation of his Minitiry 
upon occaſion of his taking mony 3 juſt as you 
do now by the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 2. Cor. 
IT. 8, 12, 13. And it youdoas they did, yon 
will too much deſerve the {ame name they had. 
You think, it ſeems, you may compare them 
(as frequently you do) with the falſe _—_— 
an 
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and bad Prieſts of old; of whom it 1s ſaid that 
the Prieſts did teach for hire, and the Prophets 
divine for mony. But are you indeed fo far 
forſaken of underſtanding as to think it was a 
crime in the Prieſts under the Law to take mo- 
ny, or moneys-worth , whereby to live to diſ- 
charge their Office? You cannot but know 
what ample proviſion God made for them, 
and accounted himſelf rob'd when their Tithes 
were detained and kept back from them 3 and 
therefore that. could not be their crime ; But 
when the people were wicked and did not 
make conſcience of obſerving God's Laws, but 
broke them in keeping back the Tithes as well 
as in other things, the crime of the Prieſts com- 
plained of then, doubtleſs was that they taught 
the people corrupt Doctrine , ſuch as would 
pleaſe them , that they might thereby incline 
them to pay them their Tithes.God inMalachi's 
 Prophefic complains of the people that they had 
robbed him in Tithes and Offerings , even the 
whole Nation. And then he complaines of 
the Pricfts alſo,ſaying, but ye are departed out 
of the way , ye have cauſed many to ſtumble 
at the Law , ye have corrupted the Covenant of 
Levi, ' ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. Therefore have 
I alfo made you contemptible and baſe before 

all the people , according as ye have not kept 

my ways , but have been Partial in the Law. 

Mal. 2. 8. 9. And ſo the falſe Prophets that 
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{aw vanity and divined lies , ſaying thwns ſuh 
the Lord God;when the Lord had not ſpoken. And 
why did they fo, but to get the peoples mony 
by pleaſing them in Propheſying peace to then, 
when the true Prophets propheſied of judg- 
ment , and were praſecuted for it? Ezek- 22+ 
25, 26, 

And are you ſure that all thoſe Miniſters that 
receive mony of the people as a reward of their 
Labours, whom you brand with preaching 
for hire and divining for mony , are ſuch aud 
do as thoſe Prieſts and Prophets did, for which 
they are ſo ſiigmatized ? And if you are not 
ſure of it, as I am ſure you are not nor can 
be: Then I pray you conſider how or which 
way you will quit your ſelves from being of the 
number of thoſe falſe accuſers of whom Sr. 
Paul Propheticd , as perſons that ſhould have 
a form of Godlineſs , and yet deny the power 
of it, by whom the times ſhould be mad peri- 
lous, 2 Tim. 3. 3- 

"Tis poflible and too probable that there may 
be fome who for worldly and fleſhly reſpects , 
may greatly fall ſhort of a faithful diſcharge 
of their duty towards the ſouls under their 
charge : and if there be any that by dawbing 
with uncempered Mortar , do betray them , I 
am no advocate for ſuch 3 they ſhall bear their 
burden whoſoever they be. But it there be 


' ſome ſuch, how unreaſqnable and unchriſtian 
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!1s'it, to condemn the Righteous with the 
Wicked, and to cenſure all for ſomes ſake! It 
looks as if the work and office it ſelf , were the 
eye-ſore to you , as much, it not more, than 
their miſcarriage init, And that which adds 
ground of fuſpition herein, is that your great 
out-cry againſt them is for taking mony for 
preaching , which is none of their crime they 
doing their duty. But thoſe which I fear ſtand 
behind you and inſenfibly influence you herein, 
know well enough,that if the people.could be 
but prevailed with to withold maintenance 
from the Miuiſtry, the Miniſterial work would 
ceaſe , and a Door would be opened for (ome- 
what elſe. And therefore thoſe Romiſh Factors 
that can turn themſelves into any ſhape, have 
cunningly made uſe of all ſorts of Sects among 
us , however otherwiſe dittcring among then 
ſelves, yet in this to agree, to cry down the 
puvlick Miniſtry. | 

There were in the Apoſtles time ſuch pre- 
tenders to Chriſtianity , and Teachers too, as 
ſought their own things aud not the things of Fe 
ſas Chriſt, that ſerved their own bellies inſtead 
of ſerving Jeſus Chriſt : that through coveranſ- 
neſs with feigned words made merchandize of the 


people 1n order to all which they did corrupt 


the Word, by reaſon of whyſe pernicious ways , 
the way of trath was evil ſpokehr of : But by 
whom? doubtleſs by none but by mz!ignant 

ad- 
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adverſarics to the truth it ſelf. But we have 
not the leatt whiſper of any good Chriſtians 
{peaking evil of the faithful Miniſtry becauſe 
of {ome miſcarriages of the Scandalous and un- 
taichful. And yet. I believe you would take 
till, it upon account of your doing now not 
as the good, but as ill men then did, you 
ſhould be rank'd and numbred not with the 
good but with the bad 3 which if you be not, 
It 15 becauſe ſome have more charity for you , 
than you have for. others that better deſerve 
"Gn T2) 

What I was beginning to anſwer to your 
Plea for the incongruity of your opinion and 
practice, hath led me to ſomewhat a long dil- 
courſe and yet T have ſomething more direct- 
ly to ſay toit. Your opinion 1s that men be- 
ing taught of God himſelf by his Light and 
Spirit within now under the New Co- 
venaut , need not to be taught by men:, nor 
to have the Scripture for their Teacher. 
And yet for all that you rake upon you' to 
teach the Peopel your ſclves, whit you de-> 
cry it in others and ſay in your defence , that 
in 45 much as men may diſobey the Light in 
them , therefore your teaching is neceſſary to 
perſwade them to obey it. But I pray you,:15 


God's ſhewing men their duty all the inward 


reaching, you pretend ro ? Do you not pretend 


to be led and moved by the Spirit to do as well 
as 
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as toknow your duty ? Do you not ſay ex- 
Þrefly that the Spirit of God moveth and lead- 
eth into all the works of rightevuſneſs, and 
that the Spirit 'of Chriſt only exerciſes the 
Conſcience to God and Man, and leads into 
the practice of all Truth ? Nay do you not 
make the acceptation of what is acceptably 
done to depend upon the motion and work of 
rhe Spirit in the doing of it, and do. you not 
count all that is not ſo done, to be done in 
man's own will? And therefore why do you 
thus difſemble the matter, and heap one con- 
tradiction upon another ? . But ſuppoſe that 
which you pretend were the only reaſon of 
your teaching : 1s there not then the ſame rea- 
ſon that others ſhould Preach as well as you ? 
Or are none in danger of rebelling againtt the 
Light but only ſuch as hear you ? But the plain 
Truth is for all your talk , that you do under- 
take to teach men what their Duty is, as well 
as perſwade. them to. doit 3 as appears abun- 
dantly in your Books , particularly in thoſe of 
Edward Burroughs.Sothat by this tergiverſation 
and (huffiing , it plainly appears to intelligent 
men, that the buſineſs. at the bottom is not that 
you-arc againſt the needfulneſs of mans teach- 
ing, notwithſtanding all: the teaching by the 
Light wichin 3 but only againſt all other mens 
teaching but your own. So that if you knew 
your own hearts in this buſineſs, you _ 
fin 
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find that the meaning of your crying down all 
other Teachers, is that yours alone might be 
exalted. But if your Teachers or any amon 
you do {ce and know the pg ny 5 of theſe 
your Pretences and Practices , and yet uſe the 
Pretencos for a blinde, to hide the deſigne 
_ the people , it is then a perfect peice 
0 


There 1s another thing like unto this : you 
ſay thoſe that are taught of God , need not that 
the Scripture ſhould teech them , and that all 
men are taught of God by his Light within 
them and yet it ſeems you think that men 
have nced to be taught by your Books , though 
they have no necd to be taught by the Scrip- 
tures elſe why is the World troubled with {o 
many of them ? The Phariſees made void the 
Commandments of God that they might eſta- 
bliſh their own Traditions : and it looks but 
untowardly , that while you repreſent the Ho- 
ly Scripture as ſuch a needleſs thing , that you 
at the ſame time have ſent out ſuch a croud of 
your own Books as you have done. And if 
you would have the people believe that they 
proceed from the ſame teaching of the Spirit as 
the Books of the Holy Scriptures do , what 
ſhall the people then do when they find them 
to contradict one another , as they may eafily 
do, it they will but do as the noble Bereans 


did, who ſearched the Scriptures daily _ 
ther 
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ther thoſe things were ſo which were preached 
ro them in the Name of the Lord.As in theipre- 
ſent caſe before us: theScripture plainly teacheth 
one method of bringing men to Salvation, and 
your books another. Ed. Burrough in his book 
teacheth that that is not the body of Chriſt 
which was not with the Father before the 
World began p. 465- But the Scripture teacheth 
thatin the fulne(s of timeGod ſent forzh hi Son, 
made of a Woman, Gal. 4. 4+ Which of theſc 
two now mult the people believe, or which of 
theſe mult be the rule to try the other by ? your 
Books or the Holy Scriptures ? I pray you 
ſpeak out,and tell the people plainly For it the 
Scriptures .be true, as you dare not deny but 


they are , than : your Books in ſuch things as. 


contradict them, muſt be falſe; and confe- 
quently not the Ie of the infallible Spirit, as 
you would have 'the world believe they arc. 
But though we, or an Angel from Heaven, 
Preach any other Goſpel unto you, than that 
which we have Preached unto you , let him be 
accurſcd, ſaid St. Paxl. Gal. 1. 8. 

I have been the. longer upon the Point of 
Your Enthuſiaſm, by which you have ſetupa 
new mcthod of your own in oppolition to 
God's method of bringing men to the Chritti- 
an belick and_Lite, becauſe I deem it a Mother 
' and a Maſter-Error to many others which you 
hold. And therefore have good hopes that it 
you 
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you could but be cured of this , you would 
bein a hopeful way of being cured of the reſt, 
which depend on it , with lels difficulty. Ha- 
ving therefore been ſo long upon this beyond 
what I firſt intended ,, I ſhall draw towards a 
concluſion of this addreſs to you, not engageing 
in particular with the reſt of your miſtakes. But 
before I make anend , I would caution you 
touching two or three things which among 
others may probably have had a large ſhare in 
introducing you into this ftrange miſtake. 

S. 20. The one is an opinion or conceit that 
the Goſpel is a more myſterious thing than in- 
deed it is. It j3 true , there are things in the 
Goſpel called a Myſtery, the Myſterie of God's 
will, the Myſtery of Chriſt, the Myſtery of 
Faith, the Myſteryof Godlineſs : and to you, 
faith Chriſt to the Diſciples, *tis given to know 
the Myeries of the Kingdom of God, and 
the like. Upon cccafion of all which, and 
the like expreſſions in Scripture z Some peo- 
ple have fancied that there is ſomething elle 
neceſſary to make a man a true Chriſtian in- 
deed , than what is obvious to vulgar appre- 
henfions , and eafie to be underſtood as other 
matters are. And therefore they have been wont 
to eſteem a plain and familiar way of teach- 
ing the Doctrine of repentance , and the ne- 
cellity of obedience to the Law of God, toge- 


ther with a belief that Chriſt dyed for our tins 


G and 


(98) 
and roſe again according to the Scriptures, to 
be but a dry arid legal way of Preaching. And 
thoſe that have vented high "Speculatiops and 
+ almoſt or altogether unintelligible notions and 
new coined Phraſes and expreſſions , concern- 
Ing the work of God in the Soul,and of Union 
with Chriſt ; and Communion with God, of 
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if Gkiriſt had two kinds of Fleſh, one hid un” 
der. another z by which you trouble yea, ut” 
terly con/'ound the true Notion of Chriſt's ha- 
mane Nature : and the great effe&s which the 
Scripture attributes to the Fleſh or humane 
Nature of Chriſt, thoſe you attribute to a tneer 
i&ion which you call the inward Fleſh; a thing 
altogether forraign to the Scripturez an error 
doubtleſs of a very high nature. Such alſo is 
your ſpiritualizing Baptiſm and the Lords Sup- 
per , to the excJution of their literal uſe, and 
to the diſparagement of his wiſdome and good- 
neſs that ordained them, as well as to the con- 
tempt of his Authority which hath enjoined 
the uſe of them for the ends for which they 
were firſt inſtituted. Such likewiſe 1s your in- 
rented Miſtery of the Redemption of the Seed 

n men : for the Scripture ſpeaks of no. ſuch 

thing , but of the Redemption of men them- 

(elves. 

This miſtake about theMyſteriouſneſs of the 
hriſtian Religion , hath I fear had a bad in- 
luence upon, and produced ill effects in ſome 
thers as well as your (elves, who perhaps hayc 
ot been yet carried fo far out of the way by it, 

5 you have been. 

Whereas thoſe things that arc abſolutely ne- 
ſary for men of all capacities to. know , be- 
eveand do, in order to their Salvation., are 
clivered in the Goſpel with great plainneſs aud 
2 calt- 
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eafincſs to be underftood, even of thoſe #5" 
of meaneſt - capacities” that have but a mindſſ{alv 
to underſtand them ,'' #nd will artend tofi04! 
them and conſider them. ' Who is ſo weak ave 
not to underſtand it when it is declared to him, <a! 
that there was ſuch a one as Feſus Chriſt , and 
that he was declared to be one come from God, 
and his Doctrine touching his being the Son of 
God , and concerning all other things to he 
true , by the wonderfulneſs of his Birth of : 
Virgin, and the many and mighty miracle; 
which he wrought , and which were wrought 
by others in his Name.and by his Reſurrecio 
from the dead? Whois ſo weak as not to un 
deritand when it is declared tohim upongoodO 
grounds , that this Feſzs was put to death not 
for his own, bat for our Sins 3 and that he roſe 
again from the dead the third day ? Whois { 
weak as not to underſtand when he hears it de 
_ clared in the Goſpel , that forgiveneſs of Sins 
a 2lorious Reſurredion,and eternal Happine 
in avother World, are promiſed to thoſe thi 
bclieve in him as ſuch, and that believe hi 
Do&rine and fincerely obey it , touching th 
necctlity of Repentance confiſting in amend 
ment of Life, proceeding from ſorrow f 
Sin,and 1a a fincere obſerving all his Precepts 
Theſe are things that may be underſtood b 
every body that hears and conſiders them : Anfſ'i 
yet thele are the things revealed by the Golpt 


g 
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15 neceſſary to be belicved and done in order to 
ſalvation. The reaſon why ſo many of thoſe 
chat ' hear the Goſpel , do not believe, and 
obey it to the faving of their Souls, is not be- 
cauſe they cannot. underſtand it, bat becauſe 
they are not willing to obey it, and fo not 
willing to believe it, or to conſider it ; that 
they might believe it, but chuſe rather to 


Joleaſe themſelves in their evil ways for the pre- 
Ment , and ſo run the hazard for the future, of 
Fthe Goſpcls being true or not true; or ce flat- 


ter themſelves with hopes thar they do repent 
and obey the Goſpel, under, vain and 'Qelulize 
notions of the Narure, of faviog Repentance and 
Obedience. go eel 

And it is not cotisftious to'the” goodneſs of 
God's nature, to think that when he hath been 
pleaſed 'out of his great 'compalſiqn 'to Toft 
men, to make a New Coveuant' of Salvation | 
upon terms ſuitable to that love and goodneſs 
of his, to think I fay, thathe ſhould lay the 
ireſs of their Salvation upon terms not 6aſ] e to 
be underſtood by all, one as well as atother i» 
that are concerned therein, 

Andrtherefore the greateſt reaſon 1 conceive. 
why ſorne things in the Goſpel are fiilced a'Mi- | 
ery , is becauſe they were lo ti!l they were 
painly reycaled by Chriſt a great part of the 
—_ thercin contained, bcing. fiuch as no 


man y the higheſt improvement of rcaſon , 


Cz 3 could 
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could diſcover or apprchend,, til} God ina ſu- FP 


pernatural way was pleaſed to reveal, then, 
Such was God's ſending his Sou.to aſſume our 
Nature, and, to die for, our. Sins, . and; the 
granting Remit{1on of Siys , and cternal Life 
for his ſake, tothoſe:that, belieye.and obey the 


Goſpel. But, when they axe once revealed, 
and by revelation made plain and cafie to,be un- 
derftood , by men. of all; capacities , they are 


ſure then no longer Myſteries to them,, .unleſs 
they remain ſo through. their own wwilſu] neg- 
Ie& to undexftand them, . Agrecable to. this is 
that of St, Paul, Col. 1. 26. Speaking of the 


Goſpel, even,faith he, the Myſtery which hath 
been hid from Ages, and from Generations. 


but now is made mpnifeſt tq his Saints., Eph. 1. 


9, Having made known to us the Myſtery of-his 


will, according to his. good pleaſure. which. he 
hath purpoſed in himſelt, So the. calling of the 
Gentiles 1s called a Myſtery, not becauſc.it was 
hard to be underſtood, when the. thing was xc- 
vealed, by Chriſt's Commiſſon, ta preach the 
Goſpel to them , and by, preaching the Goſpel 
had given them the Holy,Spirit as he. hag to 
the believing Jews at the. firſt, but becauſe 
this calling of them was little known gr un- 


 derſiood in the World till then. 


-God faith St. Paxl by revelation , made 
known to me the Myſtery, which in other ages 


was not made known unto the Sons of men, as . 


it 


| = 1. 
it is now revealed unto, his Holy, Apoſiles and 
Prophets by the Spirit 3. that, the. Gentiles. 
ſhould be fellow-Heirs,and of - the ſame; Body.,. 
ahd partakers of his promiſe iy Chriſt by the 
Goſpet, -Epb. 3: 2, 6. And ſo again Ver: 9. 
and 'to pakGal men ſee , what isithe fellow- - 
ſhip of theMyſtery,which fromthe begiuning of - 


{| the. World hath been hid in God... Sothat as 


the' Goſpel is called a, Myſtery as containing” 
things in it _ which had been _altoge- 
ther ''a Myſtery. cill _ they were  xevealed , 
ſo" it is called aRevelation. of the Myſtery, 
by reaſon of its diſcovering that which was a | 


| Secret before. Rom. 16- 25,26 —— The preach- 
ing of Jeſus Chriſt according, to.the Revelation 


of 'the Myſtery ,, which was kept ſecret ſince the 


| world began, but yorp is. made manifeſt, and by. 


the Scriptures of hy Prophets 2ecording to the: 

coltgnoghens, of, the everlaſting God, made - 

known to all Nations for the obedience of 
In alf, this T do not deny but that there are ' 


in the Golpel things very Myſterious and hard 
to be" conceived , as touching the- manner. of 
their exiſtence ,, as the, Union of Chriſts two 
Natures, and the DoCtrine of the Trinity of 
Perfons and Unity of Eſſence, and ſome other 
things : But it 15. not ha rd to underſtand that 
thoſe things really are, when God hath reveal- - 
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ed and declared that they are, though it is yery 
hard , or rather beyond our apprehenſjou to 
know how and after what manner they are : 
and to know and believe more than he hath 
plainly revealed , is not doubtleſs neceſſary to 
mens Salvation : "and therefore men ſhould be 
cautious of laying too great a ſtreſs upon their 
different apprehenfions about them. 

If you ſhall ay, if Evangelical Truths be 

made ſo perceptible by the plainne(s and fulneſs 
of the Revelation of them; how comes it to 
paſs then that there is ſuch difference in mens 
Opinions ,, and ſo many controverſies about 
them as there is? I anſwer, if the differences 


and controverſies be about thoſe things that are _ 


neceflary toSalvation,I have told you the reaſon 
already : it is becauſe men' will not be ſatisfied 


- nor acquieſce in that plainneſs in which ſuch 


things are delivered in the Scriptures , but {till 


fancy there is ſome farther Myſtery in them, 
than indeed there is. And'when mer take that 


liberty , and think they do excellent well in it, 
then one fancies he ſees this hidden Myſtery 


couched under truths plainly expreſt , ' and. 


another that; when both are wide of the mark. 
And then' men weary themſelves in defending 


their notions on both fides, and can never be. 


reconciled until both lay down their bye-opini- 
ons, and ſubmit their judgments to the plain- 
neſs and limplicity of the truth, labouring to 

improve 
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improve it to praQtice-, which is the true and 
proper uſe of it., which will bring more ſolid 
atisfacion to the mind,than all mens Airynoti 
ons, how. taking ſoever they may be. with ſome. 

But though the things neceſſary to ſalvation, 
are in theRevelation of them,accommodated to 
the capacities of the weakiand fimple, whoſeSal- 
vation is deſigned by them as well and as mach 
as theirs of ſtronger and quicker apprehenfions, 
yet there are things-under the New Teſtament 
that are bard to be uttered (as the phraſe is Heb. 
5. I1. ) and therefore hard to be underſtood, as 


the phraſe is again 2. Pet. 3. 16, As there Is , « 


milk for Babes who-are unskilful in the Word 
of: righteouſneſs, ſo there is meat for ftrong 
Men who by. reaſon-of uſe have rheir Senſes ex- 
exciſed to difcern both good and evil , as "ris, 
ſaid Heb." 5.' 13, 14- And mens differences a- * 
bant theſe points'proceed at the beſt from their ” 
different meaſures of Light and underſtandin 
arid ſametimes are perſiſted in from that which . 
is worſe, Socrit-was-in the Apoſtles time Be-' * 
tween the believing:Fews and the blievingGen- 
tiles, Rome. 14» Which by the way, would not 
have. been.if all;good Chriſtians then had beeu * 
oujded byan infallible Light within,as you ſap<" 
pole they are now.If they had, they would not * 
nave needed to have been eaught and re-taught * 
which are the firſt principles of the Oracles of, = 
God, as ſome of them were, Heb. 5. | 
| Bat 


, But when:men which are but poor in know- 
ledge and yet rich in confidence , undertake to 
manage: and maſter theſe more difficalt points. 
and paſſages of Scripture; theyitoo often wreſt 
them to- their own defiruction, as St. Peter 
. ſpeaks, 2. Ep. 3-16. And this they eicher do 

or -axe - in great danger of doing; :when they 
faſten upon ſome wrong; ſence and- notion of 
hard and dithcult places of Scripture, and them 
pervert plain' and eaſie places by interpreting: 
them-to-their: wrong: ſence of 'thoſe that are' 
more obſcure. and. diflicult-z/ eſpectally when 
their interpretations arc not mere ſpeculations, 
but ſuch as influence men intheir praQtice; as 
becoming a rule to them therein. Whereas the' 
more wile and judicious, never interpret hard ' 
places in oppoſition to the cammion ſence of 
thoſe that areplain and eaſie,. but-exphkin thoſe 
OA hah and difficult, by thofe that are © 
PialNs 5 | 
;The ſe I would adviſe you:tomake of 'all 
this,js to review the grounds you have goneon; 
and to ceaſe from yqgur new'notions and ſpecu-' 
lations of your being taught only by the Light 
within 3 which you have taken-up from ſome 
expreſlions in Scripture miſaunderftood'by you; ' 
and wholly diſagreeing to the Scope of the pla-" 

_ ces where they are found , and contrary tothe” 
general current. of the Scriptures” in their | 
plain and obyious ſence, Scek-not a Knot in a 
bulruſhz 
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bulruſh .z:ſcek not for Myſteries . there. where. 
the Lord hath declared his mind Phaigly and in. 
ng parable... But form your notions of God's: 
method of . proceeding, : with; men to. bri 
them'to Salvation , according to the Pay _ 
expreſs Dodtrine of Chriſt and his Apoliles in.. 
the Scriptures , and receive, from and regulate.” 
by that DoGrine, all your apprehenhions; pers. 
{wafions , aftections and operations.of your , 
SqpJs,, together with all your ,words and aRis 
ons; 3., So did the good Chriſtians of Old ; :they:- 
obeyed fromrthe,: _ that, form of; Doctrine... 
which was:delivered to - them, , Rami. 6,, 17+ 
They purifyed [hbeir ſouls. in obeying that, Truth * 
through the Spirit; 1. Pet. 1.225 Yea, the-Apos..; 
ſtles themſelves; were firſt. taught by. Chrilt*s.; 
preaching; untg, them , what. to. think and be 
lieve concerying; Chriſt , , Fob -27: $...I bayer; 
given. unto. them ghe words. which thou gaveſt 
me.3 and they haye receiyed , them, , and have.,! 
known ſurely;that. I came ont from thee, and . 
they. have: believed that thou didſt fend ane", 
And juſt. as the; Apoſilcs preached, ſo.the.Chri . 
ſttans believed : they made their Dodrine:the - 
Agdcquate Rule of their notious of thingsz..the 
Rule of, their. Faith , the Rule of their Lite.: 
So we Preach, and Joye ellen, ſaith St. Paxl,:, : 
I..Core 15e 11. 

And an ok plain , known . and. com-+ 


monly .receiyed Truths, neceſſary to Salvation.,.. 
4 called * 
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called the commoy Faith 2 © Fs FR the Fa; FED 


onte, delivered tothe Saints , »de 3. theſe 
ſay were the Rule and Standard by which they 


whie tory he'Dodtjine of ſachas only pre 
tended to Inſpirations from the'Spirirt. Belo- * 


loved; believe not every Spirit, but try the 
Sprrits whether they be of God ; becauſe ma - 


ny falſe Prophers'are gone out into the World ,' 
1./Fob. 4-'1- And$rhen'St. Foby.” in” ver.'2,, 3. 
commends; to'them' one known' fundamental ' 
Do&Rrine pertificfit to: his Caſe then in hand”, 


by which they might know the, Teachers he 
cautioned: them againſt , were not inſpired by 
God" nor authogrized'by him. Hereby know 
veEthe Spirit of God:: every Spirit that con- 
fefleth that Feſis Chrift is come in the Fleſh, is 
of God. And every Spirit that confeſſeth not 
that Feſus Chriſt is come in the Fiſh is not of 
God: And agitii/ verſe 's. WE-are of God : 


hethat knoweth God, cheareth ys (adhered to. 


and poyerned themſtves' by the” Apoſtles Do- 
&rine ) he that is not of Godhearethrnot us : 


hereby know' we the Spirit of 'Trath 3*and the 


- 


Spirit of Error.-* 


And truly-it you will not make the plain and” 


expreſs Doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles in 


the Scriptures touching Faith anda govt Life . 
your Rule by which to try and to-judge of the * 
Truth and erroneouſne(s of your conceptions, 

perſwafions, motions and inclinations , under 


the 
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the notion of the Light within, and of all-your 
words and actions conſequent thereupon, you 
are and will be in great danger to be like the 
wandring Stars and the clouds carried with-a 
Tempeſt , of which St Peter and Fade ſpeak 5 
unhixed and unſtable in your judgment , Faith 
and Ways. For it is certain and evident, what-. 
ever you pretend to the contrary , that the 
Light within you, is not in your own account 
always a certain, conſiant and infallible Rule 
to you; forif it were, you would notact fo 
contrary to your (clves as you have done under 
pretence of being taught of God, and guided 
by the Light within : One while crying up 
your former practice of ſhaking as the effc& of 
God's work in and upon you, and another 
while confeſling it to be a deJution , as Samuel 
Fiſher one of notre with you , did to me. fay- 
ing it was ſo judged. One while crying down 
all Ecclefiſtical forms of Government as ty- 
rannical, another while erecting one among 
your ſelves, pretending to as mach Iafallibility 
in yoxr Body repreſentative in managing it , 'as 
the Papitis do in reterence to the Pope, One 
while owning the witneſſing of a perſon to be 
from God, and another while condemning the 
ſame for an error or delufion. How often have 
thoſe of your number thought they have been 
{ent by God on meſſages, who after have found 
themſclyes deluded ? 

| By 
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'By theſe and other like inſtances you may be 
convinced , that-if you do not make the Do- 


*Qrine of Chriſt in the Scriptures the Adequate: 


*Rule of the motions and inclinations of your 
*minds and.the ations of your lives, whereby 
*to'know when they are of God and when not, 
'you have then no-certainRule to go 'by but ate 
-continually liable ro moſt horrible'mittakes,and 
to think 'that'to'be a teaching or command 
from-God , 'which is indeed 'a detufion from 
the Devil. Nor without this Rule in Scripture 
which lies cpen to all , have you any way to 
fatisfy others,that'what you ſayor do is from 
God. You have no tniracles amongft you, by 
which God was wont to bear witneſs to his 
ſervants , when he ſent them on meſſages new 
to the World, And have youndeed ſuch an 
opinion of your ſelves as to think men ought 
to believe only becauſe you ſay it ? Oar Savi- 
our ſaid, if T bear witneſs of my felt my wit- 
nefs is not true , Fohn 5. 31. and js your cre- 
dit better than his? And I pray you what have 
you to bear witneſs for you in what you ſay, 
tt the Scriptures cannot To rhe Law then 
and to the Teftimony of Chriſt in the Do&rine 
of the Scriprures , if you ſpeak not according 
to this Word,it is becauſe there is no Light in 
you. ; - 
&. 21. There is one thing more which I 
would adtnoniſh you to beware of, and that 

is 
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is a high opinion ef . your ſelves, , and a. low and 
deſpicable opinion , of all others .that differ 
from you ; a thing which I fear hathybetrayed 
.- {you into that deſperate error which I ;have 
. ſ been detedting , together with many, others. 
| For when men by reaſon.of their New My- 
ſtical notiqns of plain Scriptures and familiar 
points of Dodrine, and ,of their new-minted 
| [phraſes anſwerahle thereto, do fancy them- 
ſelves to be ſpiritual , and all che reſt that Ri 
ſtick to the plajnneſs and ſimplicity of . the 
Golpal, to he but carnal and foxrual profefſors 
(though in their tempers and lives better than 
themſelves) they then begin to think,that they 
are nearer and dearer to Und than they , and 
conſequently that Gad will reveal himſdlf after 
a more intimate way and manner to themſelves 
than he doth to ſuch. And when they are in- 


my 


toxicated and grown giddy with ſuch conceits, 
then they are drawn by degrees to imaging 
themſelves tobe brought into ſome kind of e- 
quality with theApoſiles themſclves,&rthatnow 
they do not need to be taught by ſuch whom 
they efteem ſo mugh below themclves, but that 
they ſhall be now taught of God inumegdiarely. 
ind when they are thus tranſported and exalt- 
ted with theſe dreams, fancies, and high 
onceits, then they conclude that all thoſe | 
Pcriptures which ſpeak of mens being taught 
f God , led by the Spirit, and anointed wth 
the 
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the Un&ion of the Holy One that teacheth all 
things , and thelike,. do ſpeak direly to their 
caſe, and repreſent the happy ſtate and conditi- 
on into which they ate now brought. And 
now they look down upon all others with a 
kind of compaſſionating contetnpt , as men 
in the dark, ſticking in the forr and imitation, 
and the Letter, and guided by carnal reaſon 
and fleſhly Wiſdome,to whom the things of the 
Kingdome of God are altogether a Myſtery. And 
by this time they fancy themſelves. to be in the 
Reſurref&ion,8: to have attained to the perfe& 
ſtate, and are came ſo for as to be in the judg- 
ment, and to fit in judgment upon the World, 
Andthus through the abundance of revelations, 
not which they have had,but which they fancy 
to have had, they are exalted above meaſure, 
And doth not your Conſcience witnels that this 
comes home to you , and repreſents your Caſe 
or the Caſe of many of you? 

I confeſs Pride, eſpecially Pride of this kind, 
is not ſo eafily diſcerned by them that are in- 
fected with it, as it is by by-ſtanders; as a 
Feaver when come to its height, ſometimes 1s 
not by them that are in it. And no doubt but 
you rather fancy your ſelves to be the humbleſt 
and moſt ſelt-denying people, of all others; 
nay to be the only humble people 3 for you have 
thrown off and cryed down the bravery and 
Pride of the World which others retain. But 


dolſ 
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do you not know that a voluntary humility and 
a being vainly puft wp with a fleſhly mind, do 
ofien keep company ? If you do not, then 
read Col. 2. 18. And do you not remember 
that faiſe Prophets are wont to come in ſheeps 
clv.1ing , and to wear a rough Garment to de 
cerve , who yet inwaidly are ravening Wolves, 
not ſparing the Flock, but preying, upon 
them. Zach. 13. 4+ 

Be perſwadcd then to enter into a feri- 
ous and impartial examination of your 
ſelves, and of your. own hearts, and feel 
the Pulſe of your Spirits , and try whether 
things have not bcen ſo, and ſo with you, 
as I haveſaid. And remember what our Sa- 
Viour ſaid to thoſe Diſciples , who weream- 
bitious of bcing greateſt in the Kingdom of 
Heaven , and of fitting the one at his right 
hand and the other athis left : except ye be 
converted ({aid he to them) and become as lit- 
tle Children, ye ſhall not enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven, Mat. 18. Remember - who 
hath ſaid , if any man think that he knoweth 
any: thing , he knoweth nothing':yet as he 
ought to know, 1 Cor. 8. 2. Remember 
again, that if he which is but a Novice come to 
be lifted up with Pride, its many to oue that 
he falls into the condemnation of the. Devil, 
I. Tim- 3. 6. for God reſiſteth the proud , and 
knoweth them afar off : He is far enough from 
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being familiar with them or communicating 
his mind and Counſcls to them in any extra- 
Ordinary way 3 it is the humble he will teach, 
and the meek he will guide in judgment, Pſalm 
25. Therefore take the Apoſtles Counſel who 
{aid , ſee that no man among you think of 
himſelf more highly than he ought to think but 


© think ſoberly , according as God hath dealt, 


to every man the meaſure of Faith, Rom. 12. 
3. Learn rather to eſteem others better than 
your ſ{c]ves,. as knowing your own weaknels 
better than you do theirs, and not to liit up 
your (elves in your own conceits aboye. all 
others that axe not of your way, how worthy 
ſocver they are, as your manner hath been: 
remembering who hath faid , he that exalteth 
himſelf ſhall be brought low. Do not flatter 
your ſelves with an opinton.that you are nearer 
and dearer to God , than all others, or that he 
hath anointed you with the oy! of gladac(s 
above your fellows 3 or that he will teach-you 
more immediately him{lf, than he hath caught 
others before you. | 
Think it not below you to be taught by the 
Scripture br by th2 miniſtry of man, no though 
you were indeed ſo highly in God's favour as 
you ſuppoſe your ſelves to be. The Charches 
of Smirng and Philad:Iphia were much tavour- 
ed and highly com,mended and applauded: by 


were 
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were rebuked : and yet when he would mak© 
his mind known to them and the yeſt of the 
, | ſeven Churches, he doth not do it immediately 
by himſelf, but firft acquaints an Angel with 
* Fit, and by that Angel makes it known to 
Zebu, and by Fobx to the Churches , and yet 
not by him in perſon neither, but by his wri- 
| JV tings, Rev. 1. Chriſt could have taught Paul 
 E bimſeli when he appeared to him, as well as 
. ſro have ſent him to Azanzas to be told what he 
ſhould do: He could have told Cornelizs by 
| {himſelf or by the Angel that he fent to him 
[choſe words by which he and his houſe ſhould 
 fbe faved, as well as to dire him to Peter to 
car them of him. God could have revealed 
the ſame things to the World by immediate in- 
ſpixation of his Spirit , which he made known 
to it by Prophets, by Chriſt himſelf z by Apo- 
files, Evangelifts , Paſtors, and Teachers 3 
 flbut he choſe rather at ſundry times and in di- 
vers manners to ſpeak unto the Fathers by the 
Prophets, and at Jaſi by his 9wn Son which 
, fhe {ent into the World in our nature to teach 
 fthe way of Salvation . And when he left the 
World again and aſcended up on high, he gave 
lome Apoſtles ; and ſome Prophets and ſome 
Evangeliſts , and ſome Paſtors and Teachers 
or the perfecting of the Saints for the work 
of the Miniſtry , for che cditying of the Body 
df Chriſt. . 


H 2 Thete 


| 
d 
= . 
; 
Y 


(116) 


Theſe things are ſo plain, that it is a mat- 
tex of great aſtoniſhment that ever Chriſttans 
that have read theſe things, - and that have not 
a deſign to undermine the Goſpel and to Paga- 


- nize the World again (as I hope you have not) 


ſhould be ever tempted to think , much more 


that ever you ſhould be brought to believe it 


your ſelves and teach it others, That the Light 
within, without being taught by man or by 
the Scripture, is the Rule of Faith and Practice, 
But doubtleſs the inward Pride, the over-valu- 
ing of your felves, which I have been admo- 
niſhing you'of, hath had a great haud in bring. 


'ing youto it. And if ever you be recovered 


from this fnare of the Devil, it muſt be by be- 
10g brought to a fight and ſence of your own 


njudicioufnefs and ignorance, and altogethe 


groundlcfs confidence. And if you were' but 


: well awakened out of that Spirit of Slumber 


into which your intoxication hath caſt you 


and out of that pleaſant Dream in it , - whic 


hath ſo tickled your fancy, you would be afſha 
med aud confounded before God and Men, that 
ever you ſhould be fo ſtrangely deluded, anc 
prevailed upon as you have been, to troub| 


the . World 'with your whimfies and fancics 


and thereby to bring a fcandal upon the Chri 
ſtian Religion , and make ſport tor them that 


have no mind ſeriouſly to confider the thingy 


of the Goſpel, aud to encourage - Rotnilh 
: | Agents 
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Agents in their defign againſt the Reforma: 
LION. 
ans] Be perſwaded then by the Reaſon of the 
notÞ matter it ſelf, . to become modeſt and humble 
p3-N and ſober-minded : and be not only content 
ot) to receive your teaching from God by the Do- 
Ore Etrine of the Holy Scriptures, as all good 
It Chriſtians do, and ever fince the Primitive 
tf times have done, but connt it alſo asa high © 
by favour from him that he hath given us the 
cc. Scriptures and ſent the Goſpe] among us, 
u-j when fo great a part of the World are at this 
of day without it. Remember, how the Pſalmil?, 
g-f when he was therein afliſted by the Spirit of 
ed God, was affected with a leſs favour than that 
c-© which you make'little of , when he ſaid 3 he 
"nf ſheweth his Word unto Facob, his Statutes and 
cy his Judgments unto Jfrael : he hath not dealt 
ul ſo with any Nation : and as for his judgments, 
'J they have not known them. Praiſe ye the 
1 Lord, Pſalm 147. 19, 20. And if it be (6 
WJ great a favour to us that have the Scriptures a- 
yJ bove what is vouchſafed to the Inhdel and Pa- 
q gan World which have them not 3 «then you 
F cannot but be guilty of high ingratitude to 
Y God, whileſt you give the Precedency to that 
Light within, which you fay every man com- 
ing into the World hath , and ſo the Pagans 
JT themſelves; and ſpeak of the Scriptures as it 
they were but a Dc<claration of that which was 
H.3 im 
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in you and which yon knew without them.and 
which'you might have known if you had never 
heard of them. By all which you teach them 
that have fo little Wit «or Grace as fo believe 
yon, to have a low eſteem of the Scriptures, 
ahd to think that men may as well be ſaved 
without them as with them. And how then 
can you poſſibly tree your ſelves from that hor- 
rid guilt which God charged upon the Few of 
old , ſaying, I have written to him (Ephraim) 
the great things of my Law, and they were 
eſteemed as a ſtrange thing 3 Hoſe 8. 12. 

* You have no doubt, thought your ſelves 

more ſublime and ſpiritual than others, upon 
account of your new Notions and new affe&q- 
ed Modes and Phraſes : And not only 'fo, but 

there is great reaſon to think that an affetation 

of being eſteemed ſo , did inſenfibly lead you, 

or at leaſt the Leaders among you , from one 

novel conceit to another 3 until you have cx- 

ceeded all bounds of Sobriety of mind , and 

become perfectly Drunk,though not with Wine 

as the Prophet ſpeaks. Whereas alas? the Spi- 

rituality ot Chriſtians , doth not lye in high» 

flown Notions and Speculations , nor in un- 

couth Phraſes and expreſſions different from 

what are common among Men , but in the in- 

ward frame and temper of their Spirits and 

converſations , when theſe are conformable to 

; the Doctrine of che Goſpel which is wy 
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from the Holy Spirit , and thereby become par- 
takers of the ſpiritual andDivine nature or like- 
neſs to Chriſt Feſus, m purity, in lowlineſs hu- 
mility , and meeknefs, and in love to God and 
Charity to Men , in patience and gentleneſs, in 
contempt of the World, in contentation, and 
{elf-refipnation to God, in Zeal to honour God 
and to do all the good we can in the World. Up- 
on account of which Spiritual qualihcations , 
Chriitians are ſaid to be ove Spirit with Chriſt , 
and by this Spirit and temper when given us , 
we know that we dwell in him and he in us:and if 
any Man bave not the Spirit of Chriſt, in ſome 
meaſure, he is none of his. Such as in whom 
are found the fruits of the Spirit , they are the 
ſpiritual Chriſtians,ſuch as is, Love, Joy, Peace, 
Long-ſuftering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, 
Meckneſs, Temperance , as they are enumera- 
ted by St. Panlin Gal. 5. 22, 23. And as theſe 
do more or leſs abound in Chriltiaus in the de- 
gree and meaſure of them , ſo they are more 
or leſs Spiritual. And who-ever they be that 
do eſtimate themſelves to be Spiritual Chriſti- 
ans upon account ot any ſublime Notions , or 
Speculations, or afte&ted Phraſes , or by thcir 
being for or againſt any form, way, or party, 
or (which 15 more) by their being in the con- 
ſtant uſe and exerciſe of God's own Ordinan- 
ces, farther than they are bettered in the frame 
and temper of their Spirits thereby and made 
H oY m:Orc 
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more like Chriſt Feſus ; they take wrong mea- 
{ures of their Spirituality. 

And it there were nothing elſe to make us 
ſuſlpe&t your new-taken-up way to be not Spi- 
ritual , but carnal, this would do it, in that it 
hath according to common obſervation , made 
you ſince you came into it or were looking co- 
wards it,moreſelf-conccited,proud,and diſdain- 
tul, ſlighting and fetting at naught all others 
that ditter from you,and more deſperately cen- 
forious , and more bold and contident in revi- 
ling than you were betorez which are no 
tignes of Spirituality I am ſure. - But if there 
were more of that Spiritual qualification in 
you, forementioned , by which Chriſtians are 
denominated Spiritual indeed, it would take 
down your high conceits of your high attain- 
ments, and rather make you ſay inwardly to 
your f<lves , and to your own Souls, I amleſs 
chan the leaſt of all Saints, and make you 
afraid to think or ſpeak ill of others , leſt in 
doing ſo, 1ou ſhould judge your (elves, being 
perhaps not comparable to them in true 
worth. 


Butif you would become ſpiritual Chriſti- 
ans indeed , and not 1n fancy and conceit only: 
Then let it be your care to obſerve and do 
theſe things. Firſt converſe conſtantly and in- 
timately in your thoughts with the Laws of 
Chrilt ia their Spirituality, as reaching to the 

| govern- 
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Government of the thoughts and motions 
of the mind and affcFions of the Sow), in re- 
ference to their various objeas, as God his 
Word, Worſhip and Works : Man as diverſly - 
related to us3 the things of this World and 
pertaining to this preſent life 3 and the things 
of the World which is to come. And in do- 
ing this compare the bent diſpoſition and ope- 
ration of your Souls in reference to theſe Ob- 
jets, with thoſe Laws of Chritt, thereby to 
diſcover not ſo much how far you have attain- 
ed , as to know and diſcern what 1s wanting, 
and how far you fall ſhort of coming up cloſe 
to your Rule, Chriſts precepts and imitable ex- 
_ ample. Andif this were well done, it would 
make you little 1h your own eyes, and to ſay 
with Panl , not as though Thad attained or were 
already perfedt. 

Then next in the ſence of your defects , be. 
diligent and conſtant in the uſe of God's ap- 
pointed means tor Spiritual growth , ſuch as is 
the hearing and reading of Chriſt's Holy Do- 
Ctrine in the Scriptures touching the great mo- 
tives as well as directions to obedience,accom- 
panied with frequent meditation and ſerious 
conſideration of it an41of your own concern 
therein» And then ſtill have in your eye, the 
end for which theſe and other means are or 
ought to be uſed by you, and that is for the 
bettering the frame and temper of your Spirits , 
| che 
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Spirits, the moral habit and conſtitution of 
your Souls; and neverdivide the means from 
the end in your 1atention , nor fatisfie your 
ſelves in the uſe of the means, but in reference 
'totheend: and in all the means be Kill fincere- 
ly endeavouring to mend that which is amils , 
and to fill up and ſupply what is lacking in the 
degrees of Grace, and all divine Vertue. 

And then in and together with allthis , do 
you in a due ſence of your own weakneſs and 


inſufficiency, and of the great need you have 


of the coultant aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit 
inal], make inftant and importuvate ſuppli- 
cation to God for its. And then without all 
doubt you ſhall be aflificd and enabled by that 
Spirit of his in the uſe of the forelaid means,by 
degrees to become Spiritual Chriſtians indeed. 
For our faithful Lord Feſzs hath aſſured us.that 
ourHceavenly Father will give theHoly Spirit to 
thoſe that out of a ſence of its value and worth 
and of their own want of it, do importunatc- 
ly ask it of him, Lzke 11. 13. | 

$. 22, I might yet farther ſhew you 'that in 
all probability, your great uncharitablenelſs 
towards other good men againlt whom you 
' had taken up undue prejudices , had alſo a 
great hand in bringing you into this Wilderneſs 
of odd conceits whcrein you have ſo wonder. 
tully loſt your fclves. For prejudice againſt , 


and uncharitableneſs towards men , is a great 
| tempta- 
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temptation upon them in whorn it 1s, to differ 
aid depart from them in opinion as well as in 
affection,and to ſtudy oppoſition againit things 
they hold in an uncharitable oppoſition 
to thoſe that hold them. And fotruth no 
doubt hath many times ſuffered for the ſake of 
thoſe that have held it. 

After you had entertained undue prejudices 
apgainlt the Miniſters of the Goſpel upon one 
account or other , whom in derifion and con- 
tempt you are wont to call the Prieſts you 
were then ſoon induced to think ic meet ro dit- 
fer from them in your Notions about Religion, 
Jett otherwiſe you ſhould not ſeem more Spiri- 
. tual than thoſe whom you thus deſpifed. And 
by this doubtleſs among, other things}, were 
you led into your groſs errors , under the No- 
tion of higher attainments and more Spiritu- 
ality in the Chriſtian profeſſion. For ſuch and 
ſo great was your prejudice againſt the Mini- 
ſers and thole that adhered to them, that you 
diſliked almoſt every thing they did , and the 
Notions they had of Evangelical Truths and 
points of DoCtrine. And therefore leſt you 
ſhould be thought too like them , you fell to 
differencing your (elves from them in Habit , 
in modes of Speech, and in your Notions of the 
parts of revealed and inſtitated Religion. And 
thereupon applyed your ſelves to ſpiritualizing 
your Notions of Goſpel-Truths ia your o— 
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of Spiritualizing , till you had made them or 
many of them , quite other things than in 
Truth and reality they are or were ever made 
by the Author of them. And it ever you 
recover your ſclves ,. it mutt be by coming to 
have better thoughts of others , and meaner of 
your lelves3 a thing greatly neceſſary to mens 
keeping in the way of Truth. For he that lo- 
veth his Brother, abideth ix the Light, and there 
7s 0 occaſion ef ſtumbling in him : But be that 
doth not, is in darkneſs and watketh in darkneſs, 
and knows not whither he goes , becauſe darkneſs 
bath bli»ded his eyes, 1 Joh. 2. 10, 11. 

Beſides uncha: icablenels being a fin fo con- 
trary to God's dealing with us in the New- 
Covenant, and ſo contrary to the great and 
afteqing example of Chriſt's Love to us, and 
ſo contrary to the ſcope and defign of the Go- 
ſpel (tor the end of the Commandment is Cha- 
rity ) that it is a great and ſore provocation to 


God to give up uncharitable men to an injudi- 


ous mind and ridiculous conceits, and ſuch 
as ſhall render them ridiculous among all ſober 
and wiſe men. Which is matter of good cau- 
tion to men to take heed how they take up un- 
charitable prejudices againſt good men , upon 
account ot their holding or doing ſuch things 
which they diſlike, but not underltanding , or 
not fairly weighing, the grounds on which 


they hold and do theme But I have I 
_ -far 
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far exceeded the intended bounds of an'FEpi- 
ſtle, that Iſhall-not farther enlarge upon this, 
but fhall draw towards a concluſton, with a 
word of advice to ſuch as have already ſcen 
their error , and axe come off from you', 
and to others - that ſhall follow them there- 
in. | | 
. $. 23. I know *tis a very hard thing for 
fuch to get quite rid of all their confuſed, 
and Enthufialtical Thoughts, Notions and 
Phraſes , but thae ſome rcliques of their old 
Diſeaſe will ill hang on them and cleave 
' to them, and ſo!encumber them, that they 
can very hardly come - quickly to any clear 
and diliinct apprehenticns of Evangelical Ve- 
rities. To ſuch I would give this ſhort ad- 
vice, that laying: atide all thoughts and 
conceits of - high attainments in the thi 

of God, they would repent and do their 
firſt works, and begin :as.it were again 
at the firſt Principles of the Doctrine of 
Chriſt , and ſo lay their” Foundation a new 
in the beginning work of Chriſtians. Al- 
{o that they would frame their Notions and 
apprehenfions 'of things abſolutely neceſſary 
to Salvation , according to that plainneſs 
1a which they are cxpreſſcd in Scripture , 
not affecting , nor entertaining Myliical No- 
tions of them. | 
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More particularly , that they would fur 
niſh their minds with right apprehenſions 
of the perſon of. Chriſt , as Son of God and 
Son of the Virgin Mary : and of the Na- 
ture of his Mediatory Office: 

That as Prictithe offered himſelf jn Sacri- 
fice to expliate Sin by his Death, and in ver- 
tue thereof makes continual Interceſſion for 
us. Thatas Prophet , he revealed and decla- 
red the New Covenant of Salvation. 

That as King he hath given Laws to 
the World, and that he doth Rule aud 
Govern his : Church + through his Spirit 
by thoſe Laws; and that at laſt he will 
try and judg all men by them that have 
lived under them , and that. he will reward 
all with etemal . happineſs or endleſs, tor- 
ments , according as they have been obedient 
or diſobedient to them. 

That they be careful alſo that their Notions 
of the New Covenant be according to the plain 
Dodrine of the Goſpel in tho Scuiptures: 

Particularly 3 

/!That it conſiſts of two kl z of Promb- 
ſes'ard of conditions of thoſe Promiſes, Al- 
io that the Promiſes of it. are made upan 
account and for the ſake of Chrilt his under- 
taking, as Mediator. 

That the great and (pecial Promiſes of it, are 
pardon of tin or juſtification ; the aſliftance 


of 
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of God's Spirit in our endeayouring, to per- 
form the condition 3 and eternal Life. | 

That the condition on which theſe Promjs 
ſes are made, are Faith in Chriſt, Repentancez 
fincere, Obedience, and the craving of the aflj- 
ſtance of God's Spirit in the uſe of appointed 
means, and our endeavours to perform the 
condition. 

That they be careful allo ta form right. Aa 
tions of the nature of the condition. an our 
part on which the Promiſes of the New-Cove- 
nant are made. As that no Faith ſhort of:ſuch 

a belief in Chriſt and of his Doctrine, as work- 
eh unfcigned Repentancs.| and linecre Qbedb 
ence is juſtifying and ſaymg. 

. That no Repentance ſhort of a defire, refolu- 
tiqn-and, endeavour fo forſake all known oo 
ſaving RepFRtance. 

_ That ng Obedience ſhore of a defire, i 
tion , and a continued; . endeavour to obſerye 
all the Laws of Chriſt , without baulking any 
one of them when known to be ſuch, is ſut- 
"tO 

..- That no Faith, no Repentance , no Ohedi- 
ence ſhore of theſe as thus deſcribed , is a 
talfilling of the condition of the Promiſes of 
Salvation in the Covenant ' of Grace. : 

As theſe great things of the Goſpel are in 
Scripture expelled ip great plainneſs , fo great 
care mult be had to keep clole to, and to hojd 
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_ Faſt the form of ſound words according to 
which they are ſo declarcd not affeing any 
Notion , Phraſe or Exprefſion , which makes 
them more hard to be underſtood by common 
capacities, than they are by the very Letter of 
the Scriptures 3 but when other expreſſions are 
uſed than whatare in the Letter of the Text as 
its neceſſary there ſhould ſometimes, eſpecial! 
in explaining metaphors, and Idioms of Speech 
proper to the times and places in which the 
Scriptures were written , they ſhould be ſuch 
and'ſo ufed , as may give a clearer inſight inte 
the Nature of the things themſelves; than with- 
out them can well behad; carefully avoiding: to 
take words properly, which arc ſpoken meta* 
Phorically , or to be led by the 'meer ſound of 
words, but to take the meaſure of the ſence 
of them,by the ſcope and deſign of the Author, 
-fince words of the” ſarne ſound, are not always 
'of the ſame ſignihieation. | 

' $. 24. And now after I have Jaid things 
before you which are very apt in! their own 
Nature to rectifie you in one of your grand 
and fundamental miſtakes eſpecially , if in- 
vincible prejudice hinder not 3 I ſhould be 
very ſorry to think or ſufpedt that what 
is done herein, ſhould turn to no better gc- 
count than to be-a witne(s againſt you in 
that great day in which every . mans work 
'will- be cryed of what ſort it is- - And there- 
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fore to prevent that , I cannot for your '(akes, 


and for the longing I have after your ſalvation, 


but earneſtly perſwade you to give things pur- 
poſely prepared to ſerve you.a due confideration 
in your minds,and not to paſs over ſuch ' things 
ſlightly, as wherein your eternal Eftate is 
much concetn'd. 

Remember that Hereſie is one of thoſe works 
of the Fleſh, which ſhur Men our of the 
Kingdom of God, Gal. 5. 20, 21. And con- 
ſidering the Nature and bad influence of fſeve- 
ral of your opinions, and with what pertina- 
cioulneſs you perſiſt in them,its greatly feared, 
not to ſay confidently believed by ſuch as are 
jealous over you with a Godly jealoutie , that 
many of you at leaſt, lye under no lefs guilt 
than that of grand Herefie. And do you not 
then owe all ſeriouſneſs of confideration to 
what is offercd to reſcue you from ſo great a 
danger ? Doubtleſs you do. Let not then the 
height of your conhdence to the contrary de- 
ceive you: For it is not the greatneſs -of your 
confidence, that will in the leaft alter the na- 
ture of things , or make them bend to your 
humour. You are not the firſt that have been 
as confhdent as confidence it {elf could make 
them , that they had faſt hold of Truth,when 
all the while it hath been but a lye they have 
had.in their right hand. But the more conhi- 
dent you arc in your _ » You are like to be 


{o 


(130) 


to much-the more ſarprized with amazement; 
when in anotherWorld you ſhall find yourſelves 


to have been miſtaken in that of which you 
are now ſo ſtrongly confident in this, if you 
ſhould be ſo unhappy as: to carry (ach miſa- 
ken confidence with, you thither without a 
pardon. Which that you may not , is 1 af- 
ſare you all the hurt that is deſtgned you in 
this Addxc(s. þ5 
- And therefore let me tell you again, that it 
will be. your wiſdom much rather to beſtow 
your thoughts and pains in lgbouring to find 


out- whether you be not indeed under a delu- | 


fion 3 than in darkning of words | without 


knowledge, in labouring to. obſcure to your 


ſelves and. others , the cvidenceot Truck, of- 
fered , which clcarly tends to yous convidti- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Here being ſorne vacant Leaves : and 


w becauſe I have not fo plainly repreſent- 


ed the nature of Faith, which is the condition 
of the New Covctiant, 4s 1 have the other 


parts of it, in my advice touching a right 


Notion of the Nature of the Mediatory Office 
and of the Covenant of Grace, I ſhall for theſe 


_ and other Reaſons add a ſhort hint of the help 


which the Scripture doth offer us herein. 
When St. John faith, Whoſcever believerh 
that Feſus is the Chriſt 3s borts of God, 1 Fobn 5:t. 
and again , Who is be that overcometh the World, 
but be that believeth that Feſus is the Son of God, 


| V. 5. We muſt needs rake this for a defcriptien 


of ſaving Fanth 3: becauſe thoſe that are born }- 
of God arid overcome the World, are the 
Children and ſo the Heirs of God. Te the 

ſame purpoſe are thoſe words , Foh# 2. 31. 
Thefe are written that ye might believe that Feſu's 
is the Chriſt the Son of God,and that believing ye 
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And to this deſcription of Faith, agrecs the 
ſeveral confeſſions of Faith we read of. Thus 
Peters confeſſion runs : Thow art the Chriſt the 
Sox of the Living God, Mat. 16. 16. And 
ezain, John 6. 69. We believe and are ſure that 
thou art that Chrift the $61 of the Living God. 
Thus runs Martha's, John 11. 27. Thelieve 
that thou art Chrift the Son of God, which ſhould 
come into the World. And thus runs the En- 
nuchs alſo, AG. 8. 37. Thbelieve that Chriſt is 
the Son of God. 


But in as much as we are aſſured by the 


ſame authority of Scripture, that thoſe that 
repent not ſhall periſh, Lxke 13. 3- and that 
#hoſe that obey not the Goſpel ſhall be puniſhed 
with everlaſting deſtrutiion , 2 Thel. 1. 7, 8. 
and that except a Man be born again , he cannot 
fee the Kingdom of God , John 3. 3. nor with- 
_ out holineſs ſee God , Heb. 12. 14. it follows 
of neceſlity that the Faith afore deſcribed , is 
ſuch a belief that Feſws is the Chrift the Son of 
God, as doth cffectually draw Men to believe 
his Doctrine and to obey his Laws in doing 
of which they become New Creatures, and 
overcome rhe World. | 

For he that believes Chriſt to be the Son of 
God, and conſiders what he believes, muſt 
needs believe all his ſayings, and the whole 
of his Doctrine to be true , for it is impoſijble 
for God to lie : Ang he that believes _ Do- 
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&rine to be true , and confiders what he be- 
lieves 3 muſt needs be under the influence of 
the moſt powerful Motives imaginable to. re- 
pent ofa bad , and to lead a good Life z be- 
cauſe Chriſt hath expreſly declared from God , 
that the one ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting 
Defiruction , and the other rewarded with 
Life Eternal. | wei 
' So that Faith works that change in Men 
bywhich they become New Creatures ,' are 
born of God, and ſandtifhed, by way of 
Motive , as it doth evidexce to the Soul, 
and bind upon. the Mind , the things: ' not 
ſeen , as thoſe wherein a Man 1s infinitely 
more concerned than in any, than in all the 
things which are feenz and therefore muſt 
needs be governed in the courſe of his Lifeby 
them , and not by the other, but in ſubordi- 
nation unto them. 'S, 
For Faith, as it is a powerful Motive, is arh 
Operative Principle ot a good and Holy Life 
And upon this accoont all the brave and Hero- 
ick Ads of thoſe Worthies mentioned in Heb. 
F1: are faid to be done by their Faith , as that 
was to them the ſubſtance of things hoped for, 
and the evidence of things not ſeen , and: as 
ſuch an aive Principle of thoſe effc&ts. And 
thus the Life which St. Paul lived in the Fleſh, 
be lived through the Faith of the Son of God , as 
every good Chriſtian doth, as being thereby 


I 3 per- 


- ©"... _ 
perſwaded thereto, Gal. 2+ 20. 


| And becauſe 
Faith is thus Motive-wile ſuch an Operative 
Principle of a good and Holy Life , therefore 
it 15 that Men of ſuch a Life, are uſually de- 
ſcribed by it in the New Teſtament, and are 


filed Believers. And when good Men are 
otherwiſe deſcribed by their fear of God, and 
Love to him, as many times they are , eſpeci- 
ally ia the Old Teſtament , it is becauſe Fear 
and Love are alſo powerful Principles of Acti- 
on , that Govern Men in their way. 


A true Believer then, according to the New 


Teſtament: Diale& , 1s neither more nor leſs 
than a Diſciple of Chriſt, or a faithful follower 
of him 3 one that frames his Belicf and Life ac- 
cording to his Doftrine and Example. 
the Faith of every ſuch one 1s fuch mn its Opera- 
cion and Effes, as doth conltitute and deno- 
minate him a good Man. + 

By all this it may eaſily be diferned that when 
Men are faid to be juſtified or to be ſaved by 
Faith., it is not to be underftood of the meer 
Alt of believiug abſtracted from its effects and 
alone, but as it is an Active and Operative 
Principle , changing the Heart and returming 
the Life. And accordingly Jaftitication , and 
Salvation , are in Scripture attributed ro the 
Eff, of Faith , 25 well as co the. At of be- 
licving , Jam. 2. And when cver they are at- 


tributed to © believing indifinitely , it is not 
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without reference to the effe&s proper to it 


when it is of the right kind. | 

| Now as Faith is deſcribed in the Scriptures 
faxecited,by itsObjec.,and by its ating upon its 
Object by affent; ſo ic is in other Scriptures de- 
ſcribed by its effe&s, which are produced by its 


attings upon its Objet;And (o a Believer is de-- 


ſcribed by his com:wg to Chritt, Fobn 6. 35. He 
that cometh to me ſhall never hunger , and be that 
Believet on me ſhall never Thirſt , (ſaith Chriſt. 
For mens coming to Chriſt to learn of him what 


he hath done and will do for their Souls, and 


what they themſclves are to do that they may 


be ſaved, is the eff: of their believing him ' 


to be the Son of God, and ſent of Gad to bring 
Salvation unto Men , and to declare how and 
upon what Terms it is to be had. + 

And ſo when Believers are deſcribed by their 
receiving of Chriſt , as Fobu 1.12. As many 
ai received him ,, to them he gave power to become 
the Sons of God, even to them that believe on bis 
Name, they are then deſcribed' by the effc& of 
their Faith alſo. For when they reccive him 
for what indeed he is,Pricſt, Prophet and King, 
It 1s becauſe they believe that evidence by 
which he appears to be ſo. 


Furthermore, when Believers are deſcribed. by -_ 
their Truſting in Chriſt,or Relying on him, as 


in Ephbeſ. 1. 12: ID bo firſt trufted in Chriſt. 
Their Faith is deſcribed by its effeF. For wn 
w 
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pation of 'their Sins by his 


andeetcrnal Life ypon the condition upon which 
hefir woot 4a untill they firſt believe him 
- Meſftah 5 the Soniof God and Saviour of the 
d upon fom-.evidence they have that he is ſo. 
ur althe ; has Holy Penmen of the Scriptures did nct 
in every deſcription of Taving Faith, attend unto the 
Rules of Art,by taking in all the eſſential parts, but de- 
ſcribed it ſometimes by its aſſentiny A and Obje&, and 
ſometimes by its Fruits andEffe&s,as occaſions did occur; 
Yet we for our parts ſhall be beſt able to make a right 
Judgment of the true Nature of Saving Faith , by that 
which reſults out of the ſeveral deſcript ions of it in 
Scripture when. compared together. And by comparing 
thoſe ſeveral deſcriptions together , we may allo perceive 
that. when Faith as ſaving is deſcribed by its Effeds, 
yet then the aflenting A of Faith upon its O5jc& 1s fill 
implyed, ſuppoſed, and ought to be underſtood, though it 
' benot there expreſt : and fo are the effects too, when bur 
only the AR and Object are, mentioned. 

By 2ll which we may lcarn, that thoſe are none of the 
beſt definitions: of ſaving Faith which Men make , when 
they define it by the At and Object 2loze , * or by any of 
the Efects aloe. 


THE END-- 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
Here 1s lately publiſhed a Book called A 
* Perſwaiive to Peace and Unity among 
| Chriſtians, notwithſtanding their different 
apprehenfions in Jefler things. 
+ Tobeſold'by B. Aylmer , at the three Pige- 
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r direQion what to da that they may be ſaved, and for 
raen and eternal Life nj the condition upon which 
thoſe/Benefitsare promiſed , until! they firſt believe him 
to tie the Meta 5 the Sontof God' and Saviour of the 
| "at gd ,*upon fom-.evidence they have that he is ſo. 

_ Bur althe aha Holy Penmen of the Scriptures did nct 

In evety | deſcription of Taving Faith, attend unto the | 
Rules of Artyby taking in all the efſential parts, but de- | 
' ſcribed it ſometiwes by its aſſenting AR and ObjeR, and 
ſometimes by its Fruits andEffe&s,as occaſions did occur: 
Yet we for our parts ſhall be beſt able to make a right 
Judgment of the true Nature of Saving Faith , by thar 

"oh which reſults out of the ſeveral deſcript ions of ir_ 

5 Scripture when. compared together. rw by cc 
» thoſe ſeveral deſcriptions together , we may a! 

that. when Faith as ſaving is deſcribed by 

yet then the aſſerting A of Faith upon its O 

implyed, ſuppoſed, and ought to be underſtoc 
| benot there expreſt : and fo are the effects tc 

only the AR and Object are mentioned. 

By all which we may Icarn, that thoſe - 

beſt definitions: of ſaving Faith which 7 

they define it by the Att and Object 2: 

the Efects alone. 


HE ENT 


ADVERTIEF 
Here 1s lately pr 
TP Perſwaftve to 
Chriſtians, notv - 
apprehenfions 1r 


.. Tobeſoldt 


oHs 10 


” 4 :— ha 
oe? 


OCT OT TR”. _ 
$ 1s & 6 Foe 
WOES  oOREgt wy Pe 
k « GE EF WOE by 
;» 90x88: fo : F 
; —_— ” 
£ £ ; c 
% n 
Te 2 « 
on him for 
= 


hich 
hi = 
Px, 


;\ <q ) fom= MT oa have that he is ſc 
gh the Holy Penmen uy the Serjoeyr | 

in Say defcription of Tavi ing.F" * 

Rules of Ari,by taking in 2" 
ſcribed it ſometimes by * 7 

ſometimes by its Fr” %, - 

Jorden we for oe pI 

ment of » , 
Thich _— 
Scripture - 


thoſe # 


M'2% 


7 
7 
3 
1 
| 
4 g 
/ 
3 
, 
pl 
, 
| 


4 Ee ne 


is. 


&% 
% 


